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Begislative Coungil,
Thursday, 24th January, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.5¢
p-in., and read prayers,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING,
1, Public Education Act Amendment.
2, Health Act Amendwent.
3, Apprentices.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H.
P. Colebatch—East) [4.34]): I move—
f“That the House at its rising adjourn
nntil Tuesday, 5th February.?”?

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.35 p.m.

Legislative Essembly,
Thursday, 24th January, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair

p.m., and read prayers.

at 4,30

| For ‘‘Questions on Notice’' and *‘‘Papers
Presented,”” see ““Votes and Proceedings.'’]

QUESTION—REPATRIATION, RIVER.
TON ESTATE.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Ts the Minister prepared to place on
the Table all papers in connection with the
Riverton Estate.

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: I
have here the file referring to the Riverton
Estate and containing the reports of var-
ions officers, together with that of the Gov-
ernment analyst. I move—

““That the papers do lie on the Table.’*

Question put and passed.

LEAYE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by the PREMIER, leave of
of absenre to the end of the session was
granted to Mr. Wilson on the ground of
active service with the military forces of
the Commonwealth.

[COUNCIL.]

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1, Sewernge Works Validation (introduccd
hy the Minister for Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage).

2. Curator of Intestates Mstates
dured by rthe Attorney CGeneral).

3, Electoral Aet Amendment (introdueced
by the Attorney General).

4, Livensing Acts Continuation (iutroduced
by the Atforney General).

3, Industries Assistance Aet Continuvation
(introduceld by the Attorney General).

6, Dentists Act Amendment (introduced by
Hon, T, Walker).

(intro-

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Third Day—Conelusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

A, HICKRMOTT (Pingelly) [3.5]: T was
very pleased last evening to hear the replies
given by the Attorney General to the ques-
tions asked. and also the speeches made by
hon, members with reference to the repatria-
tion of ocur returncd soldiers. In going
through the country we often hear com-
plaints as to what the Govermment are doing
with respect to this matter.  Recently in
teavelling by train betwcen lere and Brook-
ton T was informed that a widow with five
or six childlren, whese husband had been
killed at the war, was living in one of the
Metropolitan-Suburban  nreas on an allow-
ance of something less than 20s. a week.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That couid not he
true, surelv. .

Mr, HICKMOTT: T hope not, but if it is
true it is a scandalous tliing. We have our
valinnt men who have voluntecred to give
their serviees, many of whom have paid the
extreme penalty, for their King and country
and for ouwr protection, and surely the de-
pendants of these men shouid be betier
looked after than this unfortunate woman
appears to have been. T hope that inquiries
will he made to ascertain the truth of the
matter. There is also the case of a returned
soldier suffering from shell shoek, who has a
wife and ehildren living at either Claremont
or Subiace. The soldier remained at home
after his return for some 10 days, and the
doctor then said he had dclusions, and in.
stead of some proper place being found for
him where he could he properly attended to,
he was placed in a ward in the Claremont
Asylum.  This secins to me to bhe a very ex-
treme action fn take.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You would not assist
me to ameund the Aet when T wanted fo.

Ar. HICKMOTT: This information was
given to me by the wife of this soldier, and
as far as she knew there was nothing wrong
with her husband. He had been at home for
10 days, and was sent tn the asylumn for the
reasons I have stated. When one comes across
instances like this related hy the very per-
sons affected, it does seem that although
something is being done for our returned sol-
diers, something very much better should be
done. 1t is the business of the Government
to look after returned seldiers, while the
Federnl Government find the wherewithal
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with which to provide them with homes and
oceupations suitable for them en their re-
turn. I trust that the Minister in charge of
this matter will look into these particular
cases and find out how much troth there is
in them. Tt is pleasing to find that many of
the asoldiers have been scttled in various
occupations and are being looked after, aund
I trust we shall have no more of this sort of
complaint heing made. The yuestion of the
State’s finunees has been dealt with by vari-
ous hon, members, some of whom have
roundly critivised the actions of the Govern-
ment with respeet to the manner in whieh
they are denling with them. One hon. mem-
ber in referring to the recent electioneering
eanmpaign said that surely hon. membrrs gave
their  constituents  some  information  as
to what they intended deing. For my
part T made the matter as clear ag
possible  to  the people of my clecto-
rate. They know well, T think, the
serious state of our finances. As the memhber
for Perth (Mr Pilkington) informed the
House last night, the deficit whieh is now
inereasing very rapidly is a legacy. 1t is ag
all events part of a legacy left to the present
Government by the previons {lovernment.
Times are growing worse, and it is inereas-
ingly difficult to finance the affairs of Siate.
When the defieit first made its appearance
some two or three years ago, things were in
a normal condition. We were not feeling the
stress of the war, or the difficnlties with
which we now have to contend. Tn fact, it
is almost impossible for any Government
under present conditions to square the
finances.

Hon. T. Walker: Either the present (iov-
ernment or any previous Government.

My, HECKMOTT: Tt has been said by the
Premier, and other Premiers in various
States, that the key to the solution for
straightening our finances is ‘‘produce, pro-
duce, produce.’”’ One of the great factors
in reducing our nutional debt is population.
Unfortunately, we are wvery much isolated
in Western Australia. This State has many
resources, but we have a small and sparse
population. Large sums of money have been
spent in opening wp and developing the coun-
trr, and in the construction of railwawvs. Tt
anpears to me that the system of railways in
this State is a bad one.  Whilst travelling
along to the opening of the Emu Hil line
o couple of days age T found that when 1
reached a ppint along the Emu Hill line 1
was as near to Fremantle or Perth when [
got in Narrogin as T was to Kondinin. The
people have to pav for the haulage of their
stuff over a distance of 100 miles, whereas if
the line had been bhuilt straight instead of
in a cireular fashion from one town to an-
other. it world have heen verv mueh casier
for the people to bear the burden, and the
line would have cost very much less. Tnstend
of our railways being construeted from port
to port thev are huilt in a loop fashion acrass
countev. To go from Emu Hill, the present
terminua of the Koadinin extension, to Fre-
mantle or Perth, one has to travel a distance
of 280 miles, whereas if the line had extenden
from Korrigin te Kondinin through the Arm-

179

adale vxteusion, it would have brought Kor-
rigin within 133 miles of Perth. This would
have saved practically 100 miles of haulage.
In the near future all the produce that is
raised east of the extension will go to Bun-
bury as its natural port. 1 trust that as
soon a§ possible this line will he linked up.
It certaialy is a line which should atiract the
attention of every hon. member. A line has
been  sutborised  from  Dwarda o Nar-
rogin, but the Advisory Board repert
that it will open up very little new
comntry  which is  not  alrerdy  served.
The estimated cost of the line in normal times
would be £80,000 or £90,000. The line will
open up very little new country, so that it
would be almost useless. On the other hand,
if the money were egxpended in the construe-
tien of a straight through line from Armadale
to the Great Southern, to conneet with the
Kunjin-Corrigin line, and an to either Bender-
ing or Kondiunin, the route would be shortened
and many thousands of pounds in freight both
ways would be saved to the settlers there. T
was indeed pleased to see the MMinister for
Warks and the Colonial Seeretary, especially
the former hon. gentleman, present at the
opening ceremony, for I believe that the belt
of eountry from Kondinin to Kellerberrin, and
further cast to Kondinin and Bruee Rock, is
one of the finest belts of country in Western
Australia for sheep and wheat. At all events,
it is one of the finest belts T have seen. The
asgertion has been made that the seasons in
that district are not regular, and that the
rainfall is uncertain. In conversation with
residents and farmers of the distriet, however,
I learnt that they are quite satisfied. They
tell me that during the last three years they
have had very good returns. This season’s
cron has been affected somewhat by the heavy
rains. T am told that as far east as Emu Hill
there was 20 inches of rain last season, and
ihat is rather too much for light country:
but where the land is heavy the returns have
heen good and the settlers are quite satisfied.
A most unfortunate oecurrence in this time
of stress amd stringency is the exiension of
the rabbit plague. This plague, T consider,
represents another legacy from previous Gov-
ernments. Tens of thousands of pounds have
been ecxpended in the construction of two
rabbit-proof fences, and a chief inspector and
a staff have heen employed for many years
to see that the fences remained intact and in
good repair, and also to see that the rabbits
were held in check. All that money, it appears
to me, might as well have heen thrown into
the sea. The rabbits are now in thousands
between the fences, and in many places as far
south as the Great Southern railway. Either
this is a legacy from the carelessness and
neclect of previous Governments, or the in-
sneetors have not done their duty. The chief
inspector informs me that he has impressed
npon previous Ministers for Lands the urgent
neeessity for taking measures to prevent the
increase and the forward movement of the
rabbits. He states that he was told that the
rabbits would never hurt in Western Australia,
that poison plants and the wet season in the
southern disiricts wounid kill the rabbits out.
Nevertheless, ther are coming along now in
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thousands. Inside the second fence we have
many evidences of the advance of rabbits, The
membher for Beverley (Mr. Broun) tells me
that two rabbits were shot at Beverley last
week, and that five or six were either seen
or killed there a little while ago. Rabbits have
been scen in York and west of Pingelly, so
that it is plain they are advancing westward
very fast. Now is the fime, and now is the
opportunity, for dealing with the pest. It
must be dealt with right away, not wecks or
months hence; the matter must be taken in
hand at once and in earnest, or else the rabbit
plague will cost the Government not enly tens
of thousands of pounds for eradieation, but
will also cost them the value of the railways
they have comstructed and will cost numerons
pioneers the value of work extending over the
lagt four or five years, and in many instances
six or seven years. All that will go for no-
thing unless the rabbit pest is checked. The
people themselves say that it will be impos-
sible for them to remain on their holdings
unless effective measures are taken to eradicate
the rabbit pest.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government ought to
pull doewn the eastern fence, so as to give the
rabbits a chance to go back to South Ans-
tralia.

AMyr. HICKMOTT: It has heen snggested
by the residents that the eastern fence be
pulled down and given fo the settlers fo fence
in their holdings. But it i3 so long since the
eastern fence was erected, that the material
would not stand if re-erected. We all know
that wire netting deteriorates, and we know
that the portion which has been in the ground
would be roften, If the fence is kept in repair
where it stands, undoubtedly it will still op-
erate as some rcheck on dingoes and rabbits.
But if it is not kept in repair it will be use-
less. We know it has not been kept in repair
in the past, for T have heard it said by hoth
the late member for Gascoyne (Mr. Gilchrist)
and the late member for Kimberley {Mr.
Male) that many miles of the fence were
simply lying flat on the ground. Thus it is
plain that neglect has been the cause of the
inrash of rabbits. T hope the Minister for
Lands will take note of what T say and do all
that is possible. In the Eastern States the
custom was for the Government to make a
proclamation ahout the 1st February in each
year requiving all men who had rabbits on
their land to make a simultaneons effort at
eradication. They were supplied with poison
and with the means of distributing it. T be-
lieve our settlers are prepared to take aetion,
hut they have no carts, or other means of dis-
tributing the poison. So far as T ean learn,
it is not likely they will be supplied with
means in time to do good work this season.
There are only the two coming months, Feb-
ruary and Mareh, in which poisoning is likely
to he successful. If earts are obtainable, T
hope they will be supplied to settlers in the
distriets east of Kellerberrin, Kunnunoppin,
Emu Hill, and Kunjin, ¥t is known that one
man, who came to Perth to learn what the In-
dustries Assistance Board were going to do
for him during the coming season, had some
300 or 400 acres under crop, of which the
greater portion is looking just like hare
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gronnd, The rabbits have eaten it right down,
and from 300 acres the settler will reap oanly
14 bags of grain, At Kondinin 14 farmers
have testified that they have lost 4,000 bags
of wheat through the ravages of rabbits. As
regards the policy of inereasing production in
order to enable us to straighten the finances,
1 swas pleased to learn from this morning’s
newspaper that Prof. Lefroy, of Syduey, is
urging Australia to produce all the grain she
possibly can, and that he thinks there will be
great demand for grain and foodstuffs at the
termination of the war,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was said by Mr.
Drummond,

Mr. HICKMOTT: Both gentlemen have ex-
pressed themselves to that effect. Prof. Le-
froy said it was extremely difficult to tell
what the price of wheat might be when the
war terminated. A good deal has been said
about the price the farmer has been receiving
for his wheat. It has been contended that he
onght to be very thankful to the Federal Gov-
ernment for guaranteeing him 2s. per bushel.
It doez not appear to me, however, that the
Federal authorities have taken into consideru”
tion the extraordinary rise in the cost of pro-
duction since the war begun. We know that
all the farmers’ requirements have rigen. Fer-
tiligsers, a large item in farming, have risen
about 22s. 6d. per tom, although it is true that
in this State fertiliser freights have been re-
duced. Machinery parts, again, have risen 15
to 25 per cent., and in some cases as much as
30 per cent. Thus the rise in the cost of pro-
duction more than counterbalances the ad-
vance in the price of wheat; and the farmer
who is now growing wheat to be sold at 3s.
per busghel will find himself in an unsatisfae-
tory position at the end of the season. Tt is
computed that wheat costs from 30s. to
32%s. per acre to pet in anl take off,
and meet general depreciation of machi-
nery, and so forth. S0 that a crop
of 12 bushels per acre would yicld
only a return of 4s. per acre. Something
should he done to enable the farmers to carry
on and combat the difficulties facing them at
the present time. Hon. members know that
this State sends away about half a million
pounds for hutter, and about £200,000 for
bacon, each year, During my election eam-
paign T urged the people to go in for the pro-

duction of butter and bacon, so that
the money now being sent  out of
Western Australia  for the purchase of
those eommoditiecs wmay be kept in

eireulation here. Tt has frequently been said
that dairying eannot he carried on in Western
Australia; but T have in my mind a place
some hundred odd miles north of Bendigo,
where, 40 years ago, when there were meither
separators nor creameries nor other facilities
of that nature, a man made a competency out
of bhutter and cheese alome, and that withount
growing a single acre of artificial feed of any
kind. Tf that is possible in a dry area of Vie-
toria, there can he very few districts in this
State  which would not permit of dairying
bheing carried on successfully. Y consider it
is a shame that the people of Western Aus-
tralia do not go in for the production of com-
modities so largely used, commodities for the
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purchase of which so much money is sent out
of the State each year. As regards the Tndus-
tries Assisfance Board, [ am not a believer in
the spoon-feeding of anybody. When the
board were created I was very pleased that the
Government of the day offered such liberal
terms to, and placed such large sums of money
at the disposal of, farmers who bad lost their
crops owing to drought. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the board bhave grown out of all recogui-
tion, have grown into a large department. The
amount of money that has been spent by the
board is astonishing. At the end of the last
financial year over two million pounds had
been advanced to farmers by the board,

Hon. J. Mitehell ; It has been largely repaid.

Mr. HICKMOTT: About three-quarters of
a million was still owing at that time, The
board have grown beyond all dimensions rela-
tively to the purposes to be served. “There-
fore, I was pleased to hear the Minister for
Industries say last night that he intended to
wind up the board at the very earliest oppor-
tunity. My own opinion is that the board’s
business should be conducted by the trustees
of the Agricultural Rank. That is the proper
method in wbich to deal with such a matter.
In my opinion the Government should use
every endeavour to obtain cheap money for
the farmers and to supply them with water
and railways. Those are three absolute easen-
tials for the settlement and development of
the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
farmers would be satisfied with
things?

Mr. HICKMOTT: Anyone who was mnot
satisfied would not be much gool on the land.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Ask the Managing
Trustee of the Agricnltural Bank.

Mr. HICKMOTT: That is as far as the
(Giovernment should go; and the Government
ought to sce, before lending moncy, that the
work in respect of whieh the Joan is applied
for has been aectually done. There has been
a slipsbod method of advancing in the past.
Tn many cases money has heen granted on the
ecrtificate of labour done, without its being
ascertained by actual inspection that the im-
provements had really been carried out. There
are many cases within my own knowledge in
which the Agricnltural Bank has been fieecel
owing to that method of doing business.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt has been stopped
for a conple of years.

Mr. HICKMOTT: T am pleased to hear
that; it should be stopped for all time. I
believe in giving that measure of assistance
which will enable 2 man to carry on, that
is to say, apny bona-fide man who under-
stands the work that he bas taken in hand.
I have no desire to delay the House. Tt had
bien ny intention te refer to a few other
matters, but T understand the member for
Northam desires to say a2 few words before
he leaves by this evening’s express. Before
concluding. however, I would offer a few re-
marks on the subject of State enterprises.
Hon. members know that I am not in favour
of them, but at the same time [ do not think
they should be sacrificed at this stage. If
we dispose of them we should get something
like their value.
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Hon. P. Collier: LYd not your executive
otily last week give you instructions that
you were neot to support any proposal to
dispose of the implement svorks?

Mr. HICKMOTT: I have heen requested
to suppori the retention of the State Imple-
ment Works.

Hon, P. Collier: Of course, and you are not
in favour of then. :

My, HICKMOTT: I am not im favour of
establishing Statc caterprises. We have a
number with us, and these, I repeat, should
not be sucrificed, I do not lknow which branch
of the implement works is a losing proposi-
tion, but T understand that a big losa wus
incurred there last year.

Hon, W, Q. Angwin: Only a paper loss.

Mr. HICKMOTT: We know that there is
a lot of machinery there which, we bave
been fold, is practically useless. If thaf is
the cuse we should know about it, and we
should he informed which part of the works
it is that is responsible for the less. We
know algo that the implement works have
proved a check on importers of machinery
from other parts of the world.

Hon. P, Collier: Now youn are justifying
the State enterprises.

Mr. HICKMOTT: It is very difficult to
know what the price of machinery would
have been at the present time but for the
State works aeting as a check. I am not
justifying the cstablishment of State enter-
prises. I bave already said that the State
should not embark on these undertakings
hecause private capital is by sueh means
kept out of the State. Some time ago 1
drew attention to the fact that the tram-
ways were n paying concern, showing a pro-
fit of £22,000 a year. Notwithstanding that
fact it wounld have been much better to have
permitted the municipality to seeuzc them,
instead of spending as we did, half a mil-
lion in the purchase of this concern, and
subsequently finding a big anm of money for
cffecting repairs. At the prescnt time we
have not anything in the nature of an im-
proved service.

Mr. Lambert: Are you in favour of the
cstablishment of superphosphate works?

Mr. HICKMOTT: The hon. member could
give us some valuable information on that
subject. Some time ago he told us in this
Chamber that Le thought it was possible to
manufacture superphosphates in the State
for 30s. a ton. TIf that ean be done there
should be a move made to manufacture our
own superphosphate, because we know at
the present time the price we are paying is
a lieavy burden on the agriculturists and the
fruit growers. If we¢ can get information
which will enable us to manufacture super-
phosphate in the State we should have it. I
hiope that the remarks which I have offered
will be taken notice of by hon. members,
and that during this time of stress and difi-
cults all party bickering will be dropped
aud that all will work together for the
welfare and prosperity of the State.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [5.37]: 1
anm sorry, and I am sure the Government are
sorry, that the leader of the Opposition did
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not make use of his undoubted right to offer
some remarks on the Address-in-reply.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: We want to get on
with the business of the country and save
expense.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: [ do not kuow that
members are se anxious about that, The
Address-in-reply is merely a safety valve,
and the speeches which are made on it some-
times prove to be a little embarrassing for
the Government. It is the onme period when
we can ¢riticise the Government without
danger, and my friends opposite realise that.

Hon. T. Walker: We had no desire to
waste their time. We want them ito get on
with their work,

Hon, J, MITCHELL: I have listened to
many interesting speeches on the Address.
in-reply. Of conrse hon. members know that
it is possible to refer te any subject, and it
is hetter to do so on the Address-in-reply
than by o separate motion, which is a dan-
gerous thing if it is carried.

Mr, Gireen: How are you oo joining the
Cave? .

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 bhave sometimes
been acensed of having done that. The
specch made by the hon. member who has
just sut down was very interesting.
His remarks and the remarks of other
hon. members are productive of sugges-
tions which are wuseful to the Govern-
ment.  But  they also make <clear that
there is a good deal which hon. members
do not know. For inatance, more than one
nicmher has discussed the Industries Assist-
ance Board, while the previous speaker stated
that the board and the bank should be amal-
gamated. As a matter of fact they have
been amalgamated, and  the trustees are
practically the same. Hon. members should
realise (hat cverything that ean be done to
minimise expense has been done. 1 am sur-
prised that the Lon. member did not know
what had begen done, SBome hon. members
have intimated that they will discuss many
matters on the Estimates, but they cannot
refer to everything they please when the
Estimates are before the House. The limi-
tation there is mmeh greater than it is in
connection with the Address-in-reply. L
suppese one thing which hins influenced hon.
members who do not desire to talk is the fact
that the newspaper reports are now very
short and we are getting very little publieity.
But T am digressing somewhat. Reverting
again to the Tnduvstries Assistanee Board, 1
do not know why farming members object
to it. There were 2,500 accounts eighteen
months ago. These were reduced to 2,000 a
year ago, and they have bheen rednced by 100
during the past few months, and nothing
from the present crop has heen brought to
credit.  The debts to-day cover the cost of
the present erop. The result achieved by the
board has, I think, heen magmificent. Tt has
resulled in increased procduction and better
farming, while considerable assistance and
comfort have been given to many people on
the land at no expense to the taxpayers. 1T
wish to refer to the position of the State
wheat scheme, the arrangements in connee-
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tion with which in many respects are uu-
sutisfactory, The members of the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association believe that if they
had members of fhe Country party as Minis-
ters of the Crown and the Farmers' Co-operu-
tive Company handiing the wheat, everything
would work economically and satisfactorily.
That was the theory, but experience has
shown that theory and practice, as has often
been the case, do not always agree. Let us
for a moment deal with one or two matters
conneeted with the scheme. Depéts wore
not prepared at the outset. The Minister for
Works is now engaged in puiting up sheds,
[f in June or July last he had been requested
to put up these sheds, the work would have
been completed before the end of the winter,
The result of the delay was that farmers had
to hold their wheat until January. This
meant a serious loss to them. We know that
wheat Joses weight, and there is also the risk
of fire and flood, and, above all, the farmer
who wanted money was compelled to hold his
wheat and rémain without his money for
probably six weeks. That meant a loss not
unly te the farming but the trading com-
munity of the State. The sheds shounld have
been erected before the wheat was stripped,
su that, when it reached the depdt, it might
have been put in without becoming web. As
a4 matter of fact the whent at Spencer's
Brook liaz been wet hy the rainfall of two
days only last weck. Another matter I wish
to speak about is what is known as dockage
tor inferiority in connection with whent re-
ceived by aequiring agents nt country sta-
tions on account of the scheme.

Hon. W. . Angwin: That is the best thing
the Minister has done,

Hon, T, MITCHELL: T doubt whether the
llou. memher is growing wheat, If he is he
does nor know what has happened. Notwith-
standing the fact that the Westralian Tarm-
erg, Ltd., have been handling the wheat, this
bedy, like every other trading concern, wants
all the profit it ecan get, and takes as little
risk as it ean. The risk they take is this:
if the dockage is insuflicient when the wheat
reaches the depdt, then a further dockage is
made. T understand that the Westralinn
Tarmers’ agents in the country intend to take
no risk, and are imposing an unnecessary
dockage, At any rate very grave dissatis-
faction is felt, and T nrge Ministers to take
this matter into sericus consideration with-
ont delay, berause the wheat is heing deli-
vered and injustiec is being done. Of course,
T deo not really anticipate that the Govern-
ment wiil take the slightest notice of it for
a day or twa, but presently the Country party
members at least will find out that mectings
are being held in the country by dissatisfied
farmers, The pity of it is that the Country
party members, although they must know of
this dissatisfaction, are silent in the Honse.
Tf this wheat were being handled by ordi-
nary mercantile agenls, we shond hear some-
thing from the Country party members. The
real danger to the agriculturists in the dis-
tricts represented by Country party members
lies in the faet that the wheat is being
handled by their own organisation. 1
strongly advige Country party membera to
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listen to what the dissatisfied farmers bhave
to say, aml see what c¢an be done to relieve
the position. Those farmers have aiready
had to be conrent with o very lighr erop, and
this docking is n serious matter to them. The
Ronorary Minister in charge of the scheme
ought to look inte this question ar once, As
a matter of fact, it is the duty of any Min-
ister, #s soon as he hears that injustice is
being done to even a small section of the
people, to immediately investigate the matter
and do what he can to put it right. I am toid
that all the docked wheat gues inte the gen-
eral stack: thus the wheat sold from that
stack is actually turned out of its gnality.
We know that some of the 191516 wheat
shipped ‘wns not up to standard, notwithatand-
ing whieli the fair average quality rate has
been paid for it. It is a positive injustice
to dock a man sixpence. put the wheat
into the general stack for sbipment and allow
the growers generally the benefit of that six-
pence. Of course, if the wheat is absolutely
inferior, unfit for shipment, it must be stacked
separately and sold as damaped wheat. It is
well known that Anstralian wheat is probably
the best in the world. Tn England last year
it produced T8lbs. of flour to 1001bs. of wheat.
The only other wheat that came up to it was
a little choiee stuff from Bombay. Thus it
will be seen that our standard quality is suf-
ficiently high to justify the Minister in taking
some small risk. At any rate, it is plain to
everyhody with any knowledge of wheat that
this docking is a serious matter. Morcover,
there can he no reason for it if the wheat
docked goes into the general stack as f.a.q.
wheat. I have recently heard of the casc of
a man who was decked a shilling for a few
smut balls. The Minister has asked for the
name of this man; but the Minister knows the
name, for I gave it to him several days age
when T mentioned the caze to him in order that
he might go into the matter at once, I thisg
question is not attended to in the meantime I
shall feel it my duty, when the House meets
again, to move the adjournment of the House
in order to afford opportunity of ventilating
the matter. Something was said by the Jast
speaker concerning the remarks of Professor
Lefroy. Personally I believe that when the
war ig over we shall get a good price for our
wheat. T know very well that unless we con-
tinne to grow wheat in this State a great
many people will be ont of work. Tt was quite

cheering to hear the member for Pio-
gellvy  (Mr. Hickmott) speaking as le
did  te-night. and to kmow that very
maov  men  who otherwise would he un-
emploved  are  busy  in  econrection with

onr wheat. Tn anv ease, it is a national
duty to produce food in the shape of weat and
wheat, for both will he required. Tt seems
likely that the only wheat Britain will control
when the war is over will be the stacks in
Aunstralia. Tt may be difficult ta keen the
wheat, but T feel confident that it will pay
ns to put up silos with this end in view, T
wish to impress npen Ministers the immediate
danger of the rabbit invasion. The member
for Pingelly blamed every previous Govern-
ment, and said that nothing whatever had
been done to keep the rabbits in chech. As a
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matter of fact, the fences were well main-
tained until a few years ago. The rabbits
are through the fenves now, and it is no fault
vf the Chief Rahbit [nspector, who has done
very well indeed in keeping them back for
so long. However, they are in now, anid I hope
the Premier will tackle this question in earnest
ut once, so us to prevent the spread of the
pest. T hope also that farmers will do all
that fies in their power to assist in the eradi-
cation of the rabbit. 1t is impossible for the
farmers to do it all, because some 30-per ceat,
of the land is still held by the Crown. [ should
have liked to speak fully on the subject of
repatriation, but T understand that we shall
have another opportunity before the House
adjourns. The position is not at all satis-
factory; the scheme as it stands will require
to be vastly improved. Initially we require
a sufficieney of Jand, and in the second place
the necessary money; also, as nearly as pos-
gible ordinary methods of settlement ghould
he made to apply. We require to protect the
soldier settler wherever we can, but as a
matter of fact we are making it very diffieult
for the soldier to get a block of land. We
shall have an opportunity of discussing the
financial question next week, or the week after.
Tt seems to me wrong to think that we can
do very much more to raige money by taxa-
tion along the present lines. We have already

a land tax, an ineome tax, indeed a
multiplieity of taxes, and T doubt if
hon. members can expect to impose in-

creased taxafion along the existing ehan-
nels. Another way, we are told, is to
decrease expenditure. I am perfectly willing
to practice the most rigid economy, but I do
not thiuk the country will be saved by de-
ereasing  expenditure on mnecessary functiona
of the Government. We are a new country,
with mueh to do, and our only hope of getting
out of the present position is by doing things.
the point is that we shovld see to it that we
get value for money spent. In 1931 we had
a credit balance, and our invested money was
paving sinking fund on the total amount bor-
rowed.

Hon. W. ', Angwin: Yon had no war.

Hon. J. MTTCHELL: That is perfectly true.
Tn 1911 the position was qnite satisfactory.

Hon. T. Walker: To you. hut not to the
country.

flon. J. MITCHELL: ¥es, satisfactory to
the eountry. Tt was the first and only time
sinre Responsible Government that we have had
a eredit halanee on revenue account.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You pot it hy neglect-
ing to pay your accounts, |

Hon, T MTTCHELL: We paid onr acrounts.
There always is some monev held over, and
when the hon. member left the Treasury he
left four times as much owing as he had found
on taking office. The position to-day is seri-
ons. Still we have in the country a magnificent
aseef.  Since 1971 we have gone to the bad
by 214 million pounds, but during the same
period we have added a similar amount to onr
sinking fnnd. Tn other words, we have set
aside a sinking fand equal to our Adefieit. Thig
would not have heen done by any other State
in Australia. The Honorary Minister on my
right demands to know the extent to which
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the late Govermment went back during their
year. It was approximately £600,000, and it
was due to the fact that between 1311 and
1916 the expenditure of borrowed money had
becen so great as Lo necessitate payment from
revenue on account of interest and sinking
fund to the tune of £700,000. That intercst
has to be wmet, notwithstanding that owing
to the war and other causes the capital in-
vegted is not earning anything.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: It was ““want of busi-
ness acumen'’ hefore,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T have never used the
phrase in my life. If a reasonable immigra-
tion policy had been pursued by the Scaddan
Government the wnusvally big expenditure by
that Government would not have mattered very
much.  IFf they had brought in 15,000 persons
each year the population would have increased
by 100,000, and we would not have felt the
finaneial stringency. The enormous sum ex-
pended on railways and harbours must cease
to earn what it earned before the war, because
without the shipping we cannot expeet our
railways and harbours to maintain their pre-
vieus returns. We have iu our timber forests
a magnificent asset which, some day, will be
converted into money. We have hroad acres to
sell too. We have magnificent asscts in this
gountry which could be turned to aeceount.
Though we eannob turn them to account just
now or balance the ledger, these assets and
this sinking fund make ali the difference be-
tween bankrupiey and solvency. We must
remember just what our asscts are when we
come to consider our position. The future
of the State depends upon individuaal effort,
the co-operation of all sections of the people,
and upon the work of those employed. We have
to struggle hard to straighten oui this posi-
tion. So long as this £700,000 has to be found
from revenue to halance the interest and sink-
ing fund we shall be in trouble. Whether that
time is to be long or short depends entirely
upon the Government, npon the influcnee of
the Government in this State, and upon the
work of the Government and the effect of that
work on the securities of the individuals in
the State. I venture to say it would be an
easy matter to inerease the value of our agri-
cultural lands by £5,000,000—no small sum—
if we could only induce a few buyers from
the Eastern States to come and settle here.
If we could do those things which would en-
courage people and help them, the value of
our securities would then be advanced, and we

ghould thos be providing opportunity for
others.
Hon, W. C. Angwin: It would not de to

clear away our orchards,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt would not do to
destroy our seeurities. T am talking about
the security of the individval from one end
of the State to the other. T'ndoubtedly our
lands are not worth as much by many pounds
as they used to be, and upon the work of the
Government depends a chanpe in that iree-
tion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But they are redueing
the price of them.

Hon. J. MITCHELYL: I want the priee in-
creased, and the influence of the Government
bronght to bear in order that people may
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realise the real value of our land, and in order
that once again farming in this State may
e looked wupon as a valuable industry.
Upon our policy in this respect depends the
future of the State, increased productioa and
increased population. What we want to
kuow is what is intended by the Government
in this regard., It must be realised that we
must turn to either one or other of our
great natural industries. 1n 1902 the out.
put of gold from this State was nearly nine
millions and now it is down to 414 milliony,
whieh is a tremendous drop, Qur exportable
timber, which was worth a wmillion before the
war, is now down to £300,000. That, of
course, could be revived, but can we do much
more in the way of increasing our gbld pro-
duction? We have had increased agricul-
tural production, but even the 18 million
bushels of wheat of two years ago will be
dewn to about 10 millions this year because
so many of our farmers huve gone away.

Hon. T. Walker: The vabbits have had
a lot to do with it, too,

Hon. J. MITCHELT: Unless the rabbit
guestion is dealt with promptly there will
also be a loss in this respeet. The hon.
member who has just sat down has abused
all State enterprises exeept the State Imple-
ment Works. I am not even clear as to
whetlher he would not like State Phosphate
Worlis. I am of opirion that we should
contrel all monopolies. H the prices asked
by private people are too. high and unreasoun-
able, if there is a monopoly it ought to be
dealt with. Good, however, can only come
to the State by the eacouragement of private
enterprise; it can never come from the estah-
lishment of Statc competitive trading.

Mon., W, C, Angwin;: Where does competi-
tion with private individuals eome in with
vegard to the Implement Works, beeause
there are no wmanufacturers of implements in
the State?

The Minister for Works: I know of one
private manufacturer, I'urser & Co.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am only speaking
gencrally, and do not think we can have
State eompetitive concerns  and  progress.
Private enterprisc cannot be expected to in-
vest its money and be competed against by
the Government,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about State
onterprises in comnection with meat, butter,
and so on?

ITon. J. MITCHELL: I agrce that there
are some trading eoncerna in  existence
which will have to he continued, but they
should only be eontinued so long as they can
be run to show a reasonable trade profit,
having vegard, of course, to the present ab-
normitl eonditions. Tf the Government do
enter upon any particular trading concern,
the country should insist that this concern
should enly be kept going =0 long as it shows
n fair profit. When the eontrol of the Tee
Works eame inte my hands those were my
instructions. There was competition between
the ice makers, and T said to Mr, Cairns,
‘“*You get out the cost of your ice at a fair
trade profit, and stand to your price all the
time.”” " The State Implement Works are
enpable of doing good, hut I believe they did
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barm in the carly stages hecanse tbey tried
to muake too many machines which were not
of good quality, and consequently lost a lot
of money. 1 hope the Minister for Worke
will insist upon the very best machines be-
ing made,

Hon, W, €. Angwin: If he follows our ad-
vice he will do good.

Hon. .. MITCHELL: 1 doubt if the State
maehinery will be equal to the machinery
we can pet elscwhere, or can be made as
cheaply., If a man is puid 125, a day at
the State bmplement Works and only earns
11s. u day the works will have to be shut
down. If, however, a man is paid 12s. a
day and shows a reasonable profit in the
shiape of carnings, then private enterprise
cannot eomplain very much. I trust that

the Government will inform the Housc
what they mean to do in  regard
to  the pastoral leases. There should

be i longer tenure of these leases in order
that the necegsiry improvements may he
made; and these improvements should be in-
sisted upou. We¢ alse want an  increased
rental from these leases, Some of the pro
visions of the Bill are not quite as I would
kave them. 1 do not belicve in disturbing
4 man who has spent his life in building up
his station. 1 want to give him fixity ot
tenure, amd to insist upon certain improve-
ment conditions consonant with the produe-
tivity of his land. 1t is essential that the
pastoralists shonld know whether their leascs
are to be renewed, and the State should know
what it is going to get for the rencwal. Tn
1928 all leases revert to the {'rown, and it
would be unreasenable to take u leuse from
the original holder und give it to someonc
else when that veenrs.  We want a fair in-
erease in the rental where the earrying capa
ety of the land warrants it, and also want
the matter fixed up so that we can insist upon
certain improvements and inereased stocking,
and at the same time derive o revenne from
lands which are very profitable to-day. f
stand by the man who has put his life intn
the making of his station. Such a man
ghould have his tease for life. for it is very
rough upon him when he reaches the age of
60 to be told that his station is to be givea
to someone else. The member for Pingelly
(Mr. Hickmott) referred, as other members
have done, to the facet that we import buiter
and bacon. We send four millions of money
to the Easlern States each year for produrs,
and settle that account by the export of
goods to the tune of two millions, the balaneo
having to be paid in cash in some shape or
other. All the money that our friends oppo-
site borrowed during their period of office
really went to the Easiern States 1o seitle
onr aceount with them, or at all events the
equivalent to it did go. No conntry ean
stand that, and the sooner we are told that
we must live en our own feed and import as
little as possible from ontside the better will
it be for us. Money will be hard to get, and
if there is to be emplovment in this State it
will have to come through the sale of the pro-
dure of this State. and that is through our
agrienltural industrr. The time has eome
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when we must huve freezing works at Fre-
mantic, and T uwrge upon the Government to
ercet them at once. The abuttoirs are there
and the sale vards are there, [n 1911 a vote
was Jeft on the Estimates, but our friends
built the abattoirs but not the freezing
works, There is no time to lose in ereeting
these works. People in the old lund want
meat, aml our farmers want a market for
their stuck. Sheep are twice as valuable in
the Kastern States to-day uas they are in
Woestern Australia beeause of the shipping
fagilities existing there. We have six million
sheep in this State, a million and a-half more
than there are in South Australia, but in that
state they usually export over a million sheep
per annom,  In this State we ¢an now export
sheep to the tune of half a million. That
money would go into circulation, and baving
gone into cirenlation it will benefit the work-
ing man, [f we are to have employment in
the State we must get it from the money ob-
tained in this way. The cost of small freez-
ing and cunning works would not be very
great, and [ desire to impress wpon Ministera
the urgent need of taking this matter in
and, 1t s the moest important work they
could engage upon, and Parliament ought
to give them a vote for the immediate erce-
tion of these works. I am sorry to hear the
eriticism which has Dbeen levelled at the
Commissioners who have gone. With respert
to the criticism econcerning the Denmark
arm, I mav say that 1 visited it some time
ago. Thongh it is a small farm it is a good
one, and if we had 30,000 farms like it with
50060 farmers sottled in this State we shounld
have & wonderfully good asset in the South-
West and wounld not nreed to import either
butter or huaeon. Excellent work has been
done there, and the manager is a ugeful man,
eupithle, and knows his work. He has done
vend work alse in regard to the Dbutter and
haeon fuctore. [t is only a pioneering busi-
ness, aod though my friends opposite do not
appear to think much of it, it is an objeet
lesson worthy of being followed by the set-
tiers on small hioldings througheut the State.
[f how. members will visit the farm they will
see whut can be done by the 30-aere man
in the South-West. where the land is good,
T congratulate the Government upon having a
considerate opposition, and hope that mem-
bers opposite will remain  as  considerate
throughout the session as thev have alrendy
shown themselvea to be. '

iSitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.]

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. T,
George—Murray-Wellington) [7.30]: I have
risen rather early in this debate in consequence
of the specches delivered last evening by the
member for Albany (Mr. H. Rabinson) and by
the member  for Perth (3r.  Pilkington).
Various statements made hy those gentlemen
are statements which, I am quite satisfied,
spring from lack of experience in parliament-
ary matters, whirh lack of experience must, of
course, attach to new members. As there are
other new members who may possibly have
somewhat similar ideas, T hope the Honse will
bear with me while T try to make as plain as
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I can the actual position. In one portion of
his speeeh the member for Albany said that
ordinary business methods did not apply to
the Government, that the Government had
special ways of doing things. He also stated
that le knew of no veason why the ordinary
husiness inethods adopted in commercial circles
should not apply to the hulk of the concerns
of the Government, and that any special way
of doing things shoulld simply be the result of
experience wideh dictated a certain course to
be pursucd for the henefit of the State. After
giving that opinion, to which T can subscribe,
the hon. member said that it was almost im-
possible to get information from the heuds of
departments, During his remarks T inter-
jeeted that surely he did not wish to bring
Ministers into confliet with the heads of de-
partments. Very rarely indeed is there a rea-
son why information requircd by a member of
the House caunot be obtained, and obtained
aceurately. TIf a wmember fecls that a Minister
—no matter of what Government—arranges
with his officers to burke information of any
sort, there is one clear course for the member
to pursne; and that is to bring the matter
before Parliament.

Mr. Draper: Suppose Parliament is not
sitting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then he
shonld do so when the House meets. Most of

tlie information that hon, members desire is
wanted by them either in preparation for the
sitting of the Houge or during the time when
the House sits. Tf a member feels that a
Minister is so migguided as to attempt to de-
eeive him, it is his duty te bring the matter
before the Tlouse and let the House give judg-
ment.

Mr. Draper: Will the Minister give me the
information for which I asked when ihe House
was not sitting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
know to what information the hon. member is
referring.

Mr. Draper: In connection with a certain
Bill whiech affected the Perth City OCouncil.
Can I get the information?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: No. The
matter was referred to Cabinet, and the action
I took was the resnlt of Cabinet comsideration.
I wish to point out to the member for Albany
that the proper course for him to pursus, when
desiring information, is to address the Minis-
ter through the Under Secretary, whereupon
the matter is referred to the Minister,
and an. intimation is giver whether the
information is obtainable or mot., Rut
it is not to be thought of that mem-
bers should be let loose on  the de-
partments, given aceess to the correspond-
ence rooms and the records and the accounts,
with a roving commission. That would natur-
ally cause disturbance amongst the officers
and interfere with routine work., Such a pro-
eceding would not be permitted in any ordin-
ary buginess, and should certainly not he
allowed in a Government concern. The hon.
member further said that he hoped the Min-
ister in charge of the trading concerns would
bring them up to date and put them on a busi-
ness footing, He added that, although at pre-
sent it was impossible to say whether they
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were to be sold, the time was not far distant
when some of them would be disposed of, and
that if they were put on a better footing it
would be easier to dispose of them at a better
figure. That is exactly the view which the
Wilson Government took of the State trading
coneerns, and exactly the view which the Le-
froy Government take of them, and exactly
the view which the Minister administering
them is administering them upon to-day.

Mr. Lambert: That is sound policy, to put
them on a good footing and then give them
away. .

The MINISTER FOR WORIS: The mem-
ber for Albany said that he was not prepured
to support any Government which might be
disposed to cxtend the trading comecerns; and
then he made this remarkable statement us to
the water meters, that the works had no money
available for working them and no data for
costing.

Mr. H. Robingon: [ said they had no ma-
chinery available.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every one
of the State trading conecerns has its trading
capital, and therefore has the money to carry
on. With regard to there being no data as to
costs, perhaps the hon. member will allow me,
as an engineer, to tell himn how cngineers carry
on their business. If an engineer had to wait
to obtain data as te cost from someone or
other, he would never be able to progress.
However, his whole training and business ex-
perience are directed towards enabling him to
form a judgment as to what the cost should
be, and from that he forms his selling prices.
I may inform the member for Albany—and T
know this will delight the member for North-
Fast Fremantle (Hon, W. C. Angwin)—that
the cstimate of cost made by Mr. Shaw for
the meter works is below the price put in for,
and that that cost has not yet been reached in
the malter of meters, so that the State should
make a larger profit than was antieipated.
Another aspect in which the State trading con-
cerng were taken to task by the member for
Albany was that of the supply of fruit cases.
The fruit-case businegs controversy of last
year was gone into mest thoroughly by myself,
not only in this House hut also in the Press;
and T regret to say that I found the Govern-
ment were selling fruit cases helow cost.
When thkte matter came under my notice as
Minister, T was not satisfied that the costs of
producing the cases were correctly taken out.
Therefore T had the costs taken ont again ac-
cording to what my experienec told me was a
proper mecthod, and T found that fruit cases
had been sold at less than they cost the Gov-
crnment. T am not going to sell anything.
knowingly, at less than it costs to produce.
As regards the Mi. Barker people not being
able to obtain fruit eases, the position briefly
ig that the Associated Fruitgrowers made a
contract with the State Sawmills for the sup-
My of fruit eases, and that they practieally
had the control of the supply of fruit eases.

Hon. W. . Apgwin; They wanted the Gov-
ernment to put in extra machinery,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T would
not be surprised to find they wanted anything,
They were, however, a little doubtful—this is
where their business acumen came in—as to
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what the froit crop would he. The member
for Albany, as an orchardist, will know per-
fectly well that no one can tell exactly how
much fruit will come along. The Associated
Fruitgrowers accordingly held off placing their
orders tor fruit cases, and later on attempted
to rush orders in. The result was that the
State Sawmills and the other manufacturers
of fruit cases were unable to meet the demand
with their ordinary machinery. When the
Assoctated Fruitgrowers came along  and
pointed out what was required on each specific
proposition, they were plainly told by the Gov-
ernment, ‘' We now find that our cost is 30 and
so, and you can have either ome thing or the
other. all the orders we have on hand shall
be earried out at the prices taken, but for any
future orders you will have to pay d4s. per
dozen more; or, if you like, we will take the
orders we have in hand and the orders you
wish to place now, and we will average them
out at an advance of 2s.’” Those are the facts.
‘When I found that the costs of the State Saw-
mills were not to lre relied upon, I went to the
sawmills myself and had the costs got out by
the accountant under my direction. In ascer-
taining that the Government were losing
money, I said, ‘‘All right; as far as T am
concerned, that ends the business; I am not
going to cut fruit eases for anybody unless I
am pgoing to get at least my money back.'” A
good many strictures were passed on Mr.
Humphries, the manager, in this connection.
En  the previous year, with a view 1o
anticipating the demand for the sea-
son I am now referring to, he cur and
put  into  stock 100,000 fruit  cases.
When these fruit cases came to be opened vp
for sending out, over half the number were
found to be only fit for putting ou the fire
shoot. They had warped and split, and had
alse developed a dry fungus rot which appears
to be more applicable to karri than to any
other Western Australian timber. As regards
the State Brickworks, T shall a little later in
the session ask the iudulgence of the House.
when I shall take every one of the
State trading concerns that T administer

and give hon, members the fullest in-
formatinn T can regarding them. Buc
this is the position as rvegards the

brickworks, if we conld work them under the
most favourable conditions, keeping up our
full supply of men and having no stoppage,
we could produce bricks at a cost to the State
of 32s, or 32a. Gd. per thousand. Asg the re-
sult of six months’ trial under the same con-
ditions as an ordinary business, it was found
that the fluctuations in the supply of men and
the consequent curtailment of output made the
cost considerably more. Consequently, the
State Brickworks are shut down, I hope to be
able, hefore the end of this month, to arrive at
conditions under which [ can advertise the
State Brickworks for leasing. I am satisfied
there is no chance of selling the works at the
present time on such terms as T feel T ought to
nsk in the interests of the State,

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The works would bhe a
good paying proposition under ordinary con-
ditions.
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The MINISTER 1"OR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Albany made reference to a litlle
bit of ancient history—the bridge across the
Denmark river. The State Sawinills, he said,
supplied the timber for the bridge at £¢
15s. per load. while a local company could
supply it at ¥4 33, por load. This siatement
is eorrect within, say, 2s. 6d. per load, which
is nothing cither here or there. However,
this matter was bhrought forward by the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomsen) in
Mareh, 1915, and a full inquiry was held by
the Public Works Department, The resuvlt
wus the issue of instructions—I think the
member for Neorth-East Fremantle issued
them—that if loeal timber could be got at
a cheaper priee than State Sawmills timber,
then the loeal timber must be used. That,
so far as I am aware, is the procedure that
ig going on in the Works Department at the
present time, Tf the hon. member had
chosen to ask for that information it would
have been supplied to him. I  think hon,
members generally will bear out that they
have no difficulty in obtaining ‘information
which c¢an reasonably be given. There is
another matter to whiech I would refer, Like
the hon. member, I myself as a new member
some 20 wvears ago, fell into the trap that
he has fallen into over the Auditor General’s
report,  Mast hon. members have fallen into
the trap, and I suppose other members to
e will do likewise. The Auditor General,
who is a very responsible officer so far as
this State is eoncerned. contents himself
by pointing out errors, or pointing out
where something 35 done which does ot
coincide with his views. But he has never
yet toid anyone how it would be possible
to aveid falling into errors, or how the syva.
tem which he ecriticises night be improved.
The Auditor General works under an Audit
Act which lays down certain things, and
like the laws of the Medes and Persians,
must not be altered. The hon. member
quoted from the Auditor CGeneral’s report
these words, ““The direct collections by
Works officers were banked at mouthly (or
longer) intervals in lien of weekly, as dir-
ceted by the Treasurer.’’ If ordinary con-
ditions could he applied it sounid bhe quite
right to draw attention to the matter, but
the particular remark in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report applies to the collections on four
railways then under construction. There
are no banks where railways are in course
of eonstruction, in which monev can be de-
posited, neither is there a bank at the ter-
]miuus of these newly constructed eountry
ines.

Mr. . Reobinson: low do vou pay the
witges?

The MINIHTER FOR WORKS: The wages
are made up here and sent by a special pay
officer. Fhe whole of the money collected
on these four lines under construction for
twelve months was just about £100. Tt was
money collected to pay for freight on par-
vele and collected as passenger fares. There
was no embezzlement or shortage in any
shape or form in connection with those
matters,  And 1 tell the hon. member, that



188

if I bad been carrying out those contracts
T would not have allowed any of my men
to waste their time going to a banking insti-
tution every week; I would rather have lost
the whole of the money as the time oceupted
wounld materially interfere with the carrying
on ef the work., Another quotation the hen.
member made from the Auditor General's
repert read, ‘‘Althongh requested, no wages
sheets hinve been supplied for an amount of
£1.045 11s. 1., stated to have beea dis-
bursed.'’ TUnlesg this matter is contradicted
it will remain as a direct implication upon
the honesty of the man concerned in the
management of the sawmills, because there
is not the slightest shadow of foundation
for the statement. Listen to the comment of
the hon, member on that quotation, He said,
“‘That is another glaring instance of the
way money is being handled. This money is
supposed to have heen cexpended.’’ The hon,
member should not have said ‘‘supposed to
have been expended’’ when there is a wages
sheet. 5

Mr., H. Robinson:
says that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He does
not say that. The hon. member’s comment
was, ‘“This money is supposed to have been
expended, but there are no vouchers for it.’’
That is untrne. Then the hon, member went
on to say, ‘It appears that there are some
fanny things going on in connection with
the Stute sawmills.?’

The Auditor General

Hon. P. Collier: That is a very reckless
stitement.

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: This is
a question which deals with men who are
doing theitr duty. This query was raised
hy the Andit Department on the 24th Dee-
ember, 1915, and the report which the hon.
member read from deals with the finances
for the year ended 30th June, 1916. The
wages sheets referred to were sent direct
to the Audit Department on the 31st March,
1916; econsequently long before the Auditor
General wrote this report the payv sheets
were in his office. The reply to the gquery
was not returned until the 20th August,
1927, as the Auditor General notified us that
the query wasa still outstanding, bot the
Audit Department wrote the query of when
they found that the wages sheets had been
in their possession since the 31st March,
1916. The hon., member talks abont fonny
things going on in connection with the saw-
mills,  That ¢an oulr mean embezzliement
or theft.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You nced nnt he
afraid; there were no funny things in our
time, and the officer is quite all right.

The MINISTER FOR WOLRKS: There have
not heen any funny things either in tha time
of my predeccssor or sinee. The hon. mem-
her miade fun about the fruit trees at the
sawmills heing charged to working cxpenses.
It appears that there js flat land there which
was parfialiy cleared for a reereation ground,
for the purpose of a garden in which to grow
vegetahles to be sold to the men, and for eon-
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verting into o grass paddock in which to turn
out the horses at the end of the week. The
manager, Mr. Humphries, considered there
was 4 picce of ground there which was suit-
able for planting a little orchard, and heo
established this small orchard on his own
responsibility, thinking that his appoeintment
as manager left Lim absolutely free in con-
neetion with these matters, as would bhave
been the case had he been employed by a
private concern. This matter was brought
before the House by a question, and the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle, when Minister
for Works, inguired into the matter and
stated that the orehard should not bhave been
planted without the consent of the Minister,
The inference to be gathered from the re-
marks of the hon. member for Albany would
be that the orchard was planted for the bene-
fit of the silvertails connected with the saw-
mills, who would get free fruit. But T woull
point out for the hon, member’s informatian
that any product from the orchard must pass
through the store, and if there was any fruit
from it it would be for consumption by ail
the employees who wonld pay for it. Another
question the hon. member raised was that
there wag no voucher in connection with an
advance of £80 paid to the manager of the
sawmills for travelling expenses. For the
hon. member’s information, T would like to
statec that that amount of travelling expenses
was recommended by the Publie Service Com-
missioner, and the matter camec before Cabi-
net and was approved by Exeentive Council.
Thercefore, if the Public Serviee Commig-
sioner and Cabinet dealt with it, and Exe-
cutive Couneil approved of it, why should we
waste time over it? The hon. member also
quoted from the Auditer General’s report
that the Stores Suspense Account was
charged with an amownt of £7,126 16s. 6d.
for payments made by the Agent General,
and that no veuchers had been supplied sup-
porting the charge. The hon. member left
out the little word ‘‘yet.’’ 'Permit me to
say that the most daugerous thing he or any
other member ¢an dn is to mis-quote, and the
reputation of any man—I do not care whe
he may be—who mis-gquotes and is found out,
is gone in this House. The fact of the mat-
ter is that this sum of money was for goods
sent ent in connection with the Government
Printing Works, and immediately the goods
arrived jn store in Perth a eable was sent to
the Agent General anthorising him to pay the
money, and the vouchers were not in  the
hands of the Awditor General when the re-
port was written. The Agent General had to
post those vouchers out.

Mr. H. Robinson: Ts the Agent General
anthorised to pay money away?
Hom, P. Collier: Of course he is,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
a referenec made to the Tambellup wheat
shed, and about the employment of two Gov-
crament officers and a tally clerk, and also a
Farmers and Settlers’ man and a clerk to
deal with merely one or two trucks of wheat.
For the information of hon. members T will
state what the exact position is. The Gov-
ernment receive the wheat at the depéts and
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stack it, paying for the labour that is em-
ployed. The Westralian Farmers, Lid., have
a representative there, who, if any question
arises as to the quality or the grade of the
wheat, ecan sample, disenss and settle the
matter with the Government representative
at the depdt. All the work that the Westra-
lian Farmers, Ltd., do is this: at the siding to
which the farmers take their wheat, they re-
ceive it, grade it, load it into trucks, despateh
it to the depbts, and render statements to
the Government representative. Wheu it
gets to the depdt it is the Government’s lia.
bility. It is unloaded, examined, and com-
pared with the certificates of the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., and if there should be any
dispute as to the quality therc is the repre-
sentative of the Westralian Farmers, Titd.,
and rhe dispute is settled immediately. With
regard to the depdt at Tambellup, this was
ready some (days ago to reccive wheat, and
therefore onc officer was sent down and he
would employ such hands aa he needed them.
There may bhe some little waste of time when
starting a thing like that, and this is eommon
to any new lLusiness. I might give hon. mem-
bers figures which will show the position as
it is at the present time. At the Tambellnp
slied the wheat i8 coming iu slowly. There
are 2,000 bags stacked there. At Spencer's
Brook we are receiving 17,000 hags every day,
and there are now 160,000 hags staeked. At
Midland Junctiion we receive 3,600 Dbags
daily, and there are stacked there 32000
bags. At Narrogin we rceeive hetween 2,000
and 3,000 baga daily, and the stack there con-
sists of 9,000 bags. At Geraldton we receive
between 2,000 and 3,000 bags daily, and the
stnck there consists of 8,500 bags. The posi-
tion at the end of last weck showed that
thiere were stacked at the various sheds 211,
300 bags of wheat, and it is only a few weeks
since we called tenders to build those sheds.
The hon, member also referred to the Torliny
drainage scheme. That is a matter about
which T can later on offer him every inform-
The Engineer-in-Chief is at present
engaged in ecompiling a report on it.

IHon. P, Collier:
other report?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
think | need say anything more in regard
to the hon, member. T hope he will take what
I have said as having heen said kindly, ant
with the idea of showing him that it is pos-
sible to make mistakes. The member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) made a remarkable speech
last evening, in the ecourse of which he said
a good many things. I propose to deal with
a few of them. Me said it was a remarkable
fact that all the remedial measures propsed
by the Government emanated from the Colonial
Treasurer. The explanation is that the Treas-
urer is the man who handles the cash. Tf
he were here he conld not de other than say
that from every one of the Ministers and of
the departments proposals for economy have
heen put before him, and in a number of cases
has been actvally earried out. T do not know
why the hon. member should have made that
remark, but I know why a great deal of atten-
tion hag been paid by a certain newspaper to

Is he compiling still an-

189

this subject. 1t is because some of the de-
partments which have been quietly reorganis-
ing and reducing their staifs have refused to
give to the representatives of the Press par-
ticulars of their reductions. The reason for
this attitude on the part of the departments is
that it is bad enocugh for a man to have his
employment taken from him hecause there is
no work for him, without putting him in the
newspapers and pillorying him as having lost
his job. I know that this poliecy has given
dire offence to one newspaper in particular.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Had it been dooe in
our time vou would have been the first to
demand an investigation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then the
hon. member took exception te the appoint-
ment of the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Hudson)
as Minister for Railways.

Hon, P. Collier: In that respect he agrees
with McIntyre, of Southern Cross.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very likely,
Unider the Act of Parliament which controls
the Railway Commissioner, and which should
control the House aml the Government, the
Commissioner has certain defined duties and
defined powers. If he does not care to assert
his position it is his own look out. Tt is well
known how the appointment of the Minister
for Railways came about, and if the hon,
member is not satisfied, if he thinks the pre-
sent Minister is ineapahle of carrying out his
dAuties, it is open to the hon. member to chal-
lenge the position and get a decision in the
House. Then the hon. member went on to
deal with State enterprises, anl wantel to
know the Government policy. The Government
policy is practically plaearded on the walls of
the Chamber. The policy of this and of the
preceding Government is to get rid of the
State enterprises, hut not to scrap them. There
is a million of money in those trading con-
cerns, and anyone who advocates the serajping
of them is a traitor to the State. To he told,
as T was by some members of the Chamber of
Commerece, that we ought to szerap the State
enterprises, makes one’s blood boil. In respect
of the deputation from the Chamber of Com-
merce T must say T have very little time and
very little respeet for men who find their
political  eonseiences awaking when their
chances of profit are vanishing. 1 have no
respect for men. individually or collectively,
who for years while money was being thrown
ahout had no political consciences, but who
sudilenly develop such consciences when they
find their profits going. The hon. member
hronght a deputation to me, and three sub-
jects were diseussed, namely, meters, timler
and ships. The order for meters was given
te the State rmplement Works, The two firms
in this State who could make the meters were
told distinctly by me in my office that unless
they gave me competition they would get no
consideration from me, that the only right we
had to call for tenders was founded on the
inviting of competition in order to see that
the Government were not slaughtered or pro-
fiteered. The tendcr from the State Tmple-
ment Works was put in ftwo Jdays hefore the
tenders from the other jeople were received,
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so there wus ne iuestion of Mr., Shaw knowing
what their prices were,

Hon. P. Collier: They were never opened,
were they!?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of course
not. The tenders put in by these two firms
were for the same price, namely, 60s, and
they have since admitted that they put their
heads together and were going to divide the
order, Althongh I dv not believe in Siate
euterprises, T am unot going to allow anybody
to exploit the Government.

Hon., W, C. Aungwin: Why oot tell the
House that those firms proposed to rob the
SBtate of 7s. 6d. per meter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That was
in the first tender, that for 67s. 6d. How-
ever, the main factor was the financial ques-
tion, and between the times of calling for
und of receiving the tenders the Treasurer
told me that [ could not rely on getting the
amount of money he had previously allotted
to me. If T had placed an order for 4,000
metars with a private firm and then wanted
to eut it down, would I not have had to
pay for it? They wonld have found any
number of advocates to plead their ease in
the House. They would bave been able to
show how badly treated they had bheen, and
the sympathies of hon. members would have
led to debate after debate in the Chamber.
In respect of the timber qguestion, timber
witd required for the wheat sheds, and the
timber merchants and eutters met together
to decide the price the Government shounid
be exploited for, the price the Government
was to be charged. Then they had the cool,
cast-iron cheek to send to the manager of
the State Sawmilla a letter in which they
said in effect, ‘‘Herewith is list of prices
we have decided to quote the Government
for thig timber; you will be good enough to
guote the same thing.’’ T had thought that
T was bossing the mills, and those people have
since found out that that was actually the
case, with the result that the timber peecple
are to-day treating the State sawmills in a
very different way. Then this wonderful
deputation were not satisfied with the atti-
tude of the Government in respect of the
Government ships. Having a ship available
and having timber to sell, the Government
had the impudence to want to supply their
own customers in the Eastern States. It
seems the Government should have saif,
“*Certainly we have the ship, and we want
the money, but you may take the ship and
load her with your own timber and let ours
stand by.”' As a matter of fact, if we have
State trading eoncerns, they must be run on
business lines. We should do with the State
trading coneerna exactly what we wounld do
with onr own private eoncerns; that is pre-
visely what we have done.

Ton. P. Collier: Will the Minister say
whether. if a satisfactory offer were received
for the State Twplement Works, he wonld
sell them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, 1
wonld, T will now sav something else to
the member for Perth. Tt im this: if he de-
sires to see the lion in the path, the diffienlty
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in the way of selling the works, let him
table s motion. T can assure him he will not
get the Honse to give hiln anthority to sell
the Implemeni Works. The policy of the
Government is to sell those works, but T do
not helieve the Country party members
would apree to such sale. 1 am quite sure
the Opposition would not agree, and so if
wo put those two forees together we seec ex-
actly what ehance there is of selling the
Tmplement Works.

Mr. H. Robjnson: Have you not been asked
to place an optien on them?$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: By whom?
You seem to know a lot about it. ,

Hon. P. Collier: Tt would not be fair to
furnish the names, anyhow,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Let me
tell the hon. member that Section 25 of the
Trading Concerns Act lays it down that no
sale of the works can he effected wntil it
shall have heen approved by both Houses
of Parliament, The hon. member can think
over that, and the member for Perth will
be able to tell him what chance there is of
evading that provision. I challenge both
those hon. members to table a motion for
the sale of the State Implement Works and
bave it debated in the House. I will not
allow members to come here and make in-
correet staetments—which they may believe
to be correct—without my correcting them.

Mr. Draper: But you believe in the sale
of the State Tmplement Works, do you notf

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Draper: Then you have not the eour-
age of your opinious?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
sell them.

Mr. Draper: And vou will not amend the
Aet in a way that would allow you to sell
them?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
no question of courage. The Government
have all the courage required for anything.

Mr, Draper: Yes, to keep their seats.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This Gov-
ernment is possessed of some common sense
and prudence, and the members of it are not
such fools, or such idiots, as to waste the
time of the House in view of that particular
clanse in the Act.

Mr. Pilkington: You know the policy, but
will not earry it out.

The MINISTER 1"OR WORKS: The mem-
her for Perth (Mr. Pilkington) made a re-
mark which on refleetion he will be sorry for.
He said that the Government were holding
office becanse to do so personaily affeeted each
member of it. Fvery member of this Govern-
ment, so far as I know, is prepared to retire
from his position if the House will show that
there are other men who can do the work
better. T say to the member for Perth and to
the member for West Perth (Mr. Draper) that
if it is fair game to twit Ministers with hold-
ing ofiice hecause of what they may get out
of doing it, it is fair for me to say that they
in tnrn should not use their positions as mem-
hers of Parliament for the henefit of any of
their clients in their constituencies,

Mr. Pilkington: What do o mean?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKs: [ sy it
is impossible for the member for Perth to
introduce a deputation from the Perth Cham-
ber of Commerce without there being some
of his clients toncerned in it, and equally im-
possible for the member for West Perth to
aequire information on Dbehalf of the City
Council without its affecting the interests of
some of his clients,

Mr. Draper: I ask you to name those clients.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would be
ungentlemanly and unfair for me to make such
a statement but for the fact that ! only make
it in return for the statement made by the
member for Perth, that the members of the
Government are occeupying these benches for
their own benefit.

Mr, Draper: Name my elients if yon can.
You know it is untrue.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is im-
possible for the hon. member to introduce a
deputation or fo deal with a matter which
coneerns the city of Perth without this alse
afferting the interests of some of his clients.

Mr. Lambert: Is this the first example of
non-party CGovernment?

Hon. T. Walker: This is strictly national.

Mr. Green: Never mind, you are winning the
War now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 have
tried to keep cool in this matter, and I think
the explanations I have givem on these vari-
ous pointg, which affeet the officers of the
different departments, are fully warranted, and
the House will judge between the hon. members
concerned and the Government in the attacks
to which I have referred. )

Mr. STEWART (Claremont) [8.17]: 1 do
not know whether it would not have been
better to follow the cxample of the Opposi-
tion with regard to this debate. We have
met here for the discharge of business, and
the silence on the part of the Opposition is
doubtless due to their desire, and for that
T give them every credif, to co-operate with
the Government for the promotion of national
ends. T give them that credit because it
seems to me that much of the time of Parlia-
ment in past days has heen oceupicd by
vituperation and abuse from one side to the
other. As a new member I may possess ideal
ideas as to what should govern public con-
duct. I was, unfortunately, the anditor last
night of some uncomplimentary remarks,
which I feel do not add to the dignity of
the House, indulged in between the Attornev
General and the member for Albany (M.
H. Robinson}. T trust that this House will
not be subjected to a repetition of that sort
of thing. It can nejther add to the dignity
of the House, nor can it add to the comfort-
able feelings or the pood opinions of thosc
who are met here to conduct the buginess of
the country. The nquestion of the financial
position of the State is of paramount import-
anre. We should get veryv little further on
in our journey towards good government un-
less the fullest attention i3 paid by the Gov-
ernment to the arguments elucidated vester-
day by the member for Perth (Mr, Pilking-
ton). That hon, member has heen twitted
with having had nothing to recommeml i:
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the way or remedial measures. Since the en-
trance of this State into the Federal arena,
we have ghed much of the glory of what is
known as bigher polities, and we are hern
uow as a community iaterested mainly in
affairs of an industriol and comweccial char-
acter. We have reached that stage in our
political development, and it sevms to we,
therefore, that in the choice of men for the
government and administration of these de-
partments we should look around and fix upon
those who nre Lest qualified to holl the posi-
tions, irrespective of what wmight be their
party or political faith, Glaring instances
of anomalies, which under ordinury party
conditions might have redounded to the ad-
vantage of the party concerned, have arisen
guite recently in the course-of the adminis-
tration of certain departments. One of the
matters of whieh I wish to complain, and to
which I desire to point members’ attentivn,
is in connection with the constituiion of tue
preseat Fremantle Harbour Trust.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: A very good board.

Mr. STEWART: That is a matter of opin-
ion, and I always defer to opinions which
I may consider do not quite coalesce with
mine, It has been the practice in days gone
by for various Governments to depend to
gome extent upon the adviee or recommenda-
tions of representative Dbodies., Consonant
with that practice the Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce submitted the names of two of its
members previous to the Jast appeintments,

Mr. O’Loghlen: What Chamber?

Mr. STEWART: T am speaking of the Fre-
mantle Chamber of Commerce, which being
situated at the Port, might be expected to he
in a special position to make recommenda-
tions for appointment to that board.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T am lead to helieve that
they have recommended the last eight ap-
pointments. They are running the country.

Mr. STEWART: I do not follow the rea-
gsoning of the hon. member. These names
were subanitted by and with the consent, and
practically at the request of, the Minister
controlling the department. Certainly, the
Government have always made it clear that
appointments to the Fremantle Harbour
Trust are made quite independent of what-
ever party the appointees may belong to,
that is, they are not representing any parti-
cular section, That does not detract from the
fact that the Government have been de-
pendent, and have acted time and again,
upon recomuiendations from certain represen-
tative bodies. One reason for the Fremantle
Chamber ineurring the ill-favour of the de-
partment administering the Harbour Trust
relates to the time when the State Steamship
Serviee was joined. so far as its management
was concerned, to the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, consequently placing a dual eontrol in
the hands of one person. As a matter of
principle, the Fremantle chamber felt itself
ohliged to protest against such aetion, which
in its effect will place the inferests of the
shipping eompanies in the hands of the man-
ager of the State Steamship serviee, who at
the sare time holds the office of secrotary to
the Fremantle Harhour Trugt. Tn that dual
capacity the seeretary of the Trnst has zecess
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to documents submitted by the shipping com-
panies, which in all other countries are sup-
posed to be peculiarly private, and admitted
only to the knowledge of the department con-
cerned,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was rather opposed
to it myself in the first instance, but 1 think
1 was wrong, and that it has been a success,

Mr. STEWART: The hon. member has ex-
pressed his opinion, and I hope I shall be
able to confine myself to facts.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: That is a faet.

Mr., STEWART: I take it that it is by the
production of facts and not that of opinions
that we lave to arrive at some solution in
regard to proper administration. In justifi-
cation for my having said that the Government
desire recommendations from swch a body as
this, I wish to read an excerpt from a letter
by the Colonial Seeretary of quite recent date,
sent, in faet, prior to the last appointment in
December. The excerpt is as follows:—

At the same time the Goverument is keenly
desirous that the control of the Fremantle
harbour should be in the hands of men of
ability and experience, and feels that it
could receive from the commwittee of the
Chamber of Commerce and other institutions
very materinl assistance in the form of
advice as to who, in the opinion of those
hodies, are best qualified for the duty of
Commissioners.

No higher compliment could be paid by any
Government department to the combined wis-
dom of such a body, and nothing conld show
more clearly the belief that the Government
then entertained in the integrity and the wis-
dom of those governing such a representative
body as the Fremantle Chiamber of Commeree.
One would have thought that from a hody like
that, having a s:ceial interest in the Port,
having men there whose business it is to patrol
the wharves, and to know all that is going on,
and who from their positions are more quali-
fied than many others are who live at a remote
distance from the Port and earry on their
businesses at a remote distauce, a good
selection could have been niade. The
fact is that arising out of this direct ex-
pression of opinion on the part of the Gov-
ernment, the Chamber of Commerce sent in
two names, but neither of the gentlemen named
was seleeted. One of the gentlemen had been
appointed by the Government in 1916, at the
time that the change took place from the
Scaddan Government to the Wilson CGovern.
ment,  What the Wilson Government con-
sidered to be fit should surely at a lafer stage,
when we had a National Government, have
been considered equally fit. Tf the Governmeat
of 1916 thought it wise and a good thing to
make the appointment of Mr, Nicholas. then
the Government ealling themselves a National
Goverpment, and admitting that the gentle-
man  had performed his  duties satisfae-
torily. and seeing that his nomination was
not only approved My the Chamber of Commerce
but endorsed by the Tederation of TEm-
plovers of waterside labour as well as
by the TInterstate steamshin  companies,
ghonld surely have given some eonsidera-
tion to a recommendation of that nature.
T have some knowledge of the practice
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which generally governs the Minister’s ae-
tions in conneetion with matters of this
kind, and here [ wust ask for the indul-
gence of the Jlouse while 1 repeat what my
own experience was. In 1916, following on
the assumption of office of the Wilson Gov-
ernment, a change was effected in the per-
sonnel of the bourd by the relirement of
Capt, Irvine and Mr. Thempson, the Engin-
eer-in-Chief,

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
mistake.

Mr. STEWART: Quite s0. Following
upon that again, the Fremantle Chamber of
Commerce were isked to nominate; and I
myself—T say it with no idea of drawing at-
tention to myself-——was one of those selected
by the Chamber as a suitable commissioner.
What do I find? That, immediateiy all
kinds of back stairs inflnences, unknown per--
haps to wmen like mysclf, are used to per-
snade the Minister to give his decision in
favour of # certain person, I had the morti-
fication of Dbeing addressed one duy on the
stairway of the Fremantle Chamber of Com-
meree hy an ex-legislator to the effect that
he believed Mr, Colebiteh would be down
that afternoon aand that it might be well
for me to be somewhere in the neighbour-
hood so that T might come aeross him. 1
knew ghat the speaker was aware that [
was recommended as i suitable commissioner;
and, of course, my obvious reply—Il have
carvied out this principle all throngh my life
—was that L had never lain in wait for any
honours, and that if Mr. Colebateh desired
to see me it was open to him to make an
appointment. with me. Wowever, the posi-
tions on the Fremantle Harbour Trust were
filled without the Minister of the day know-
ing anything whatever of the qualifieations
of the men whom he was going to select.
Tn these recent appointments the Minister
has seieeted men who were not nominated,
and who had never been consulted as fo
whether they would or would not aceept a
seat on the beard. T challenge the Minister
responsible for these appointments to deny
my stalement Lhat he had nol previously
communicated with these men. At any rate,
one of the new members had received no
communication whatever from the Govern-
ment intimating that they had any intention
of selecting him. Naturally, the Fremantle
Chamber of Commerce felt aggrieved that,
after they had aeted in all good faith with
the Government, their nominees were turned
down. [ faney that if the Lumpers’ Union
had sent in a nomination and it had nct been
accepted by the Government, the Lumpers’
Union would have felt aggrieved. I would
like to know whether, previous to the econ-
stitution of this latest board, there was any
instance of the Government making appoint-
ments outside the channels of rceommenda-
tion. We have had an example of what we
may expect from members of the present
Governmoent, and T leave Alinisters to feel
whetlier they arc perfectly prond of the
transaction and to decide whether the dig-
nity of Ministerial office has  been  main-
ta'ned.  Tn teply to a very respectful eom-

That was a great
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munication sent to the Government by the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce oo the
15th January, the Chamber received a letter
dated the 19th January, over the signature
of Mr, Underwood, Honorary Minister for
the XNorth-West, which reads as follows:——

Referring to the question of the ap-
pointment of members of the Fremantle
Harhour Trust, it is quite correet that the
Govermment asked of your Chamber the
favour of advice; but that did not carry
with it your right to demand

A demand was never made, as the corres-
pondence  will show.

to demand that one of your

should be on the bhoard.

The particular sentence to which 1 wish to
cull attentioin is this:

It such were the case, we vould not pos-

sibly ask for your nadviee; but, as yon

adopt that attitude, let me assure youn, as

far as T am concerned, we will not ask

for vour advice again.
I submit that letter for the consideration
of members of the Ministry, and T leave the
question there. T hope they will fcel prond
of the action of their colicague in return-
ing sueh a curt, discourteous, and undigni-
fied reply—a reply such as should never
cmanate from a ministerial office.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Why do not you read my first letter to
the Tremantle Chamber of Commerce?

Mr. STEWART: I am dealing with the
climax which has been reached now.

Hon. P. Collier: I am rather surprised, be-
cause dignity has always been the Honorary
Minister s strong point.

Mr. STEWART: T want to amplify {o some
extent o statement made last night by the
Minister for Tudustries in regard to the con-
tract placed with the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. for the handling of the 1917-1918 har-
vest. The communications started practically
on the 3rd August last, when the general man-
ager for the Wheat Marketing Scheme ad-
dressed the wheat =2equiring agents as fol-
lows: —

I have also been instructed to advise
that, as the result of a conference in Mel-
hourne, it has been suggested that the agents
should be restricted to only one sub-agent
at a siding or group of sidings. The Hon-
orary Minister, however, supported by the
local advisory committee, was favourable to
the proposal of dividing the wheat handling
business of the State into port-zone districts,
and it was teniatively proposed that if the
present agents to operate allotments should
he made as uvnder,

That is a very clear and emphatic statement
of the intention of the Government, as ex-
pressed in this letter of the general manager
for the Wheat Marketing Scheme. T presome
this letter was written by him with the au-
thority of his ministerial chief. On the Sth
Aungust a further letter is addressed by the
general manager to the wheat acquiring agents
as follows:—

Further to my letter to you of 3rd August
in this connection, I would point out that it
is the desire of the State Wheat Marketing
Advisory Committee, together with the gen.

members
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eral manager, to confer with the agents as
early as possible, in order to definitely ar-
range for the bandling of uext season’s
wheat harvest. It is further desired that
when the meeting is arranged, something
definite and tangible will immediately re-
sult. I have, therefore, to suggest that it
would be possible for you to give estimates
of the cost of handling under the different
methods suggested to you in my letter of
the Gth July, {a) Assuming that the acquir-
ing agency commission should be for a term
of 12 wmonths; (bh) that the allotment of
zones be as tentatively suggested, hut sub-
jeet to a similar quantity of wheat being
handled by the respective agents this year
as last year; {(e¢) that two-thirds of the
wheat at each centre ghould be in siles, and
one-third in stores.
On the 23rd Aungust the wheat aecquiring
agents, with the exception of the Westralian
Farmers Ltd, submitted their rates to the
general manager; other conditions heing set
forth with which I need uot trouble the House
for the moment. On the 28th September—
that is, nearly a month later—the Honorary
Minister in charge of the scheme informed the
wheat acquiring agents that their offer of the
23rd August was unacceptable and that he did
not view with favour the proposals for hand-
Jing; and he called for another tender. Well,
the wheat aequiring agents submitted a fur-
ther tender. Up te this time no tender had
been submitted by the Westralian Farmers
Ltad. Procceding still further, on the Znd
October the wheat acquiring agents again
made a medification in their terms, and snh-
mitted it to the general manager. That is to
say, no less than three offers were submitted
by the wheat acguiring agents. Evidently a
second and a third offer were submitted eon-
sequent upon intimation received that the
terms previously offered did not mceet with the
approval of the Minister. There can be no-
thing clearer than this, which is evidenced by
the correspondence, that dering the time these
offers were being submitted by the wheat ae-
quiring agents c¢ertnin communications were
passing between the office of the Wheat Mar-
keting Scheme and the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. On the Gth October the general man-
ager of the Wheat Marketing Scheme
communicates with the wheat acquiring agents,
submitting the terms upon which he is pre-
pared to accept the husiness. TUp to the 6th
QOctober there haa been no indication of the
Minister’s requirements in regard to the
prices at which be expected the business to be
put threugh. But, after the receipt of the
various offers of the 23rd August, 28th Sep-
tember, and 2nd October—I mnst emphasise
these dates—the whole matter had been di-
gested by the Minister, and he eame forward
with the proposal of the 6th October. He
then says, ‘‘These are the only cenditions on
which T am willing to do business.”’ I say
that the whole thing admits as clearly as pos-
gible that there has been collusion—T can find
no other term to describe it—between that
office and the Westralian Farmers Ltd. I will
go further and say that the Honorary Minis-
ter, acting in the eapacity he did by arranging
the scheme, and heing himself a flnancially in-
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terested member of the Westralian Farmers
Ltd., should not have been entrusted with the
handling of a matter of tbis deseription. In
the eountry from which I come it has been
held to be a dishonourable thing for a Minis-
ter to he associated with a transaction of this
kind when he is financially interested in it;
and I contend that we are becoming lewer in
our standards by tolerating this kind of thing.

Mr. Lambert: It would be all right to hand
the business over te your friends.

Mr. STEWART: I am asking tbe hon.
member to follow me, as to whether 1 am
logical in my contentions. ‘The hen. member
may have motives, and may impute motives to
me; but he ¢annot put into my mind what is
not in my mind. The evidence confirms my
opinion that there has been collusion hetween
the manager of the scheme and the Westralian
Farmers Ltd, and I condemn in the most
strenuous terms anything whieh allows a Min-
ister, when he is financially interested, to con-
clude a contract such as this.

Mr, Pickering: Were you interested in any
of these transactions?

Mr, STEWART: I am not a wheat buyer
at the moment.

Mr. Pickering: But you were then.

Mr. STEWART: That statement is not in
aceordance with fact. A further explanation
was offered by the Honorary Minister in a
letter dated the 3rd November. He agreed on
the day previously to receive a deputation of
the acquiring wheat agents, and, at the econ-
clugion of that meeting he was asked a ques-
tion as to whether he would consider a fresh
offer from the wheat nequiring agents. There
need be no beating about the bush. Wa have
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. on fhe one hand,
who were out for all they were worth to heat
the wheat aequiring agents. The Westralian
Farmerg Ltd. refused to adopt the zone sys-
tem, so highly approved of at the initiation
of the proceedings, but from that time it is
clear that the wheat acquiring agents were as
much opposed on the other side.

Hon. P. Collier: If we could get at the
bottom of the facts we would find that the
price for the Westralian Farmers Lid. getting
this contraet was the support of the Country
party.

Mr. Pickering: That is 2 matter of opinion.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a matter of fact.

Mr, STEWART . 1 submit it is inadvisable
that the farmers should be entrnsted with the
responsibility of selling from themselves to
themselves; I think the principle is bad.

Mr. Hickmoit: Was it a big fnancial loss
to your people?

Mr. STEWART: T had no agents, but
surely T am not to be blamed for carning my
living in a legitimate manner,

Mr. Pickering: Are yvou hlaming the Wes-
tralian Farmers, Ltd.?

Mr, STEWART: [ elaim that the Honorary
AMinister should have been debarred from con-
eluding this eontraet. There is a great deal
of dissatisfartion amongst the farming com-
munity at the manner in which the wheat
scheme is now being managed: there is a
feeling in the minds of many that consider-
able mismanagement exists  Refurning to
the Minister’s letter of the 3rd November.

-was entitled to male.
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I want to cowpliment him on the care shown
on bebalf of the farmers, and particularly
the Wesiralian Farmers, Ltd. 1 also desirve
t0 know from the Government exactly what
is meant when the Honorary DMlinister in
wiiting on the 3rd November, made use of
these words, ‘‘The cu-operative socielies,
which, once formed, we are obliged as a Gov-
ernment to protect.’”” I want to know what
special protection these co-operative socictics
arve entitled to that I or any other member
of the community in business is not also en-
titled to receive. There must be some special
protection implicd when the Minister com-
mits himself to such a carcless statement as
that, That is the kind of thing which dis-
closes the incompetence of Ministers to even
eover up their own blunders, The letter con-
cludes—

It is not considered in the best interests
of the scheme to ask any agent to co-
operate in what must be a severe business
logs if their previous assuraneces arve to he
believed, and I might peint out, cven if
your offer of the 2nd inst. were to do the
work for nothing, 1 could not recommend
Cabinet to accept it.

Notwithstunding that, the Minister on the
2nd November, before writing that letter,
was preparcd to reccive and did receive a
fresh offer from the wheat aequiring agents.
He should then have had the courage to say,
‘I cannot accept any offer you make now;
I have closed with the Westraliom Farmers,
Ltd.”’ But to get out of it, after inviting the
offer, he disposes of the matter by stating
that cven if they offered to do the work for
nothing he ceuld not recommend Cabinet to
aceept it. We kave come to a pretty pass
when we have a responsible Minister bandy-
ing with repuiable members of the com-
munity who carry on business in a legitimate
manner, and agreeing in the morning to re-
ceive and consider a fresh tender and then
giving as an cxeuse for not aceepting it that
even if they undertook to do the work for
nothing hc¢ could net recommend Uabinet to
aecept it. T will leave the matter there be-
cause I think T have sufficiently deinonstrated
to the FIpuse that the whole husiness is of
sneh a eharacter that it will not bear the
light of day upon it.

Mr. Green: You had a bit of a brush with
the Minister in his office.

Mr. STEWART: I can repeat what T said
on that gccasion. I asked the question with
all gentleness, ‘*When will the Government
begin to look at things in a national wav?’*
and the Minister ordered me to ait down, and
said that he would not have anxy of my inso-
lence. T was not in any way guilty of in-
solenre. T merely made a stalement which T
Another matter to
which T wish to refer, and in regard to whieh
T sunport the remarks made by the memhor
for T'erth, is in eonnection with Government
interference in private industries, An ex-
ample of the unfortunate conseguences which
follow such interference may he given as the
resnlt of the Government’s intervention when
the prierity ecommittee presenled their ve-
port. A request eame from Melbonrne that
A priority conunittee should he appointed
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cousisting of gentlemen gnalified to make re-
commendations as to the class and guantity
of goods which should be shipped from the
Eastern States to Western Australia. One
would have thought that as the priority com-
mittee had aceess to complete information,
whatever recommendations they made would
have been wortby of respectful consideration
at the bands of the Government, The priority
committee went to considerable trauble. They
sat for a numher of days and finished their
labours on a Saturday evening abk  seven
o’clock, so as to complete the recommenda-
tions whieh the Government were to send on
to Melbourne. The staiement was then made
by the Government that the list which the
prierity committee had prepared would bave
to be subjected to Government audit, that is
to say, i had to be revised by the Govern.
ment. Can anyone tell me that the action of
the Government would throw any additional
light which would be likely to uassist the
shipping control board in Melbourne! 1
untdlerstand that the gentlemen to whom the
list prepared by the priority committee was
submitted were Messrs. Gardiner, Willmott,
and Baxter. T have no doubt thal these gen-
tlemen satigfied themselves that whatever
course they adopted was the right one, and
they in their wisdom saw fit to climinate a
number of lines.

The Attorney General: Such as?

Mr. STEWART: The Minister will kaow.

The Attorney General: I do net knoow.

Mr. Harrison: We would like to know, any-
way.

Mr. STEWART: At any rate, I give the
House the assuranec that the list prepared
by the priority cominittce was one which was
earefully prepared. The gentlemen who com-
posed the committee were well qualified to
carry out an undertaking of this kind,

Ay, Harrison: What was left out and what
was put In?

Ay, STEWART: T am not going into de-
tails. My objeet is to draw attention to the
absurdity of the Government interfering in
matters of this kind, and T am endeavouring
to prove that the Government were wrong
in interfering in this way, becaunse it was a
matter about which the three gentlemen in
question could not have had the speeial
knowleidge possessed by the members of the
prioritv committee.

Mr. Harrison: To os that is simply an asser-
tion; now give us something definite.

Mr. STEWART: I desire to offer a few
remarks in regard to the repatriation proposals,
If all the goodwill and good intentions ex-
pressed by members on bebalf of the repatria-
tion movement, or if only 50 per cent. of them
vere carried into effect, T feel sure we shonld
he at the end of our troubles. But while T
have not any definite scheme to recommend, 1
am willing to hear and weigh very carefully
the proposals that come from the Government,
because from the Government we expect some.
thing special as the result of their knowledge
and intimate acquaintance with matters of this
kind. After all, we have owr own ideas, and
it iz with the view of assisting the Government
that we give expression to them, notwithstand-
ing that they may or may not he found to be

-
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practicable in the working out of this probiem.
[ wish to call the attention of the House to
what has taken place in New Zealand, where
steps for tbe training and employment of
digabled soldiers have been taken by the
Dominion Government.  The object of the
special hoard appointed by that Government
is to arrange to train disabled soldiera and
place them in such employment as their edu-
cation and qualifications fit them for. Many
of the returned soldiers will find it diffieult to
obtain employment in industrial branches, and
it is with the object of meeting this difficolty
that the New Zealamdl board has been estah-
lished. The board is designed to assist the dis-
abled soldier in taking up a trade for which
he is manifestly qualified, notwithstanding that
he has no special knowledge of it. The War
Council in this State is practically debarrerl
from anything of this sort by reason of the
Arbitration Court’s awards, which in their
operation will not permit of the employment
of disabled soldiers in branches of industry
where their labours would not return a satis-
tactory financial result to their employera. In
New Zealand there has been gazetied an Qrder-
in-Couneil which suspends the operation of all
industrial awards. At the same time the in-
terests of the trades unions are fally protected.
Permits for the temporary engagement of these
disabled men are given for one month, at the
expiry of whith period the trade unions’
officinls are invited to give their opinions as
to the wnage earning capacity of the men in
question.” T quit expected a chorus of dis-
approval from my friends of the Opposition,
but T think that on further consideration they
will agree that there is something to be said
for an expedient of this kind, For myself T
will not he a party to any movement- having
for its object the employment of cheap labour.
It is with a view to contribnting to the elucida-
tion of this repatriation problem that I have
bronpght this particular aspeet of the case be-
fore the House. Our own War Counei! is up
against a very rcal difficulty, and I desired
to submnit this plan to the notice of the Gov-
ernment hecause apparently no step has heen
taken here to relieve the very acute distress
of the disabled scldiers. Under the provision
of this New Zealand Order-in-Coumeil, as T
have already said, the interests of the trades
unions are fully protected. The object is to
place the disabled soldier as speedily as pos.
sible in an industrial channel where he will
bhest be fitted fo continue his labhours for the
remainder of his life.

Mr. Munsie: Ts this not a duiy of the Com-
monwealth Government?

Mr. STEWART: There are many thinps in
connection with the proper treatment of dis-
abled soldiers which await determination. We
have to bring our minds to the consideration
of all these points, and not ailew our pre.
conceived ideas to stand in the way of giving
these men a fajr deal,

Mr. Munsie: The win-the-war party were
going to do all this themselves.

Mr. STEWART: I am trying to bring under
the notice of the Government one way in which
certain relief can be given to the disabled sol-
diers, Now I have a word to say on
the education voie. The question s,



LMy

are we justified in expending moneys which,
from the nature of ouwr financial gifli-
cnlties, we are not in a position to spend?
From conversations with teachers, I have some
knowledge of the working of edveation
boards both herc and in the Eastern States,
and I claim that thousands of pounds are
uselessly spent on education in regard hoth
to juniors and to seniors. Let me, in illus-
tration of my meaning, guote 2 conversa-
tion whieh took place between two geatle-
men, ong of whom said, ‘‘There are¢ only
two edueafional institutions in which I am
interested, namely, the Modern School and
the Scoteh College.’”’  The retori to this
statement was, ‘‘Yes, you are interested in
those because in the Modgrn School your
daughter is being educated free, and from
the Scotch College vou draw a big fat
echeque in premiums.”’ The Modern School
was not designed to provide education for
the ehildren of weaithy members of the com.
munity. I firmly hold that opinion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They go in by exam-
ination,

Mr., STEWART: A very proper safeguard,
but I held strongly to the view that the
education of children of parents who can
pay should not be provided free. The prin-
ciple should here obtain which obtains in
public hospitals, where every patient who is
able to pay is called npon to pay.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You know the reason
why; otherwise the doctors would .not af-
tend the hospital.

AMr. STEWART: My opinion that we are
needlessly spending thousands of pounds en
cdueation is confirmed by teachers and by
graduates of universities both here and in
the Bastern States. For students of excep-
tionul ability provision counld he made, as
in the past, by meauns of bursaries or exhi-
bitions. T come from a country where edn-
cation is highly regarded and where it has
always been the practice and privilege of
parents to sec that their children reccive a
good education, cven if they have to pay
for it themselves.

Mr. O’Loghlen;: What country is that?

Mr. STEWART: The country which up to
the present has provided the biggest per-
centage of soldiers at the Front, the coun-
try wheie, I am told, when conseription was
introduced. there was lhardly a military
cligible left. T am proud te claim the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the British Forees as one
of my countrymen.  Anolher point to whirh
1T would draw the attention of ihe Iouse
is the attitude of the Government in regard
te the late strike, An arrangement was made
by the Government with the Railway De-
partment vnder which the railway emplovees
were not reguired to run the locomotives on
to the wharf, 'This was done at the insti-
gation of the unionists of the Railway De-
partment.  The result was that an engine
was berrowed by the Harbonr Trusi, the
men of the Railway Department refusing to
take their engines on to the wharf to carry
on the ordinary work of the wharf. To this
extent the Government were guilty of what
practically amounts to compounding a felony.

[ATSLEMBLY, |

The Minister for Railways: I adwmire your
modesty,

Mr, BTEWART: L am correct in my faces.

The Minister for Railways: If you gave
us facts we would take more interest in
what you say,.

Mr., STEWART: The Governmeat ar-
ranged with the rnilway officers to sanetion
the determination of the railway men wot
to run their locomotives on to the wharf.
If I am wrong in that statement, I shall be
glad to be corrected. The cffect of that
action on the part of the Government was to
declare the National workers ffblack.’’

Mz, Munsie: So they are; ‘‘scabs’’ of the
wourst character.

Mr. STEWART: It must not be forgotten
that they, together with certain members of
the Chamber of Commerce, wore the men who
came to the assistanee of the (Government
und helped them eut of their difficulty. And
the reward which the Fremantle Chamber
of Commerce secured was the turning down
of their nominee for the Harbour Trust, If
that is the way in which the Government
are going to treat those who render them
good service, they must not look for too
much asistance from this quarter in  the
future.

Mr, TEESDALE (Roebourne) [9.153]: Fol-
lowing the example of the leader of the Oppo-
gition I will refrain from wasting the time of
the Houngse upon the Address-in-reply. There
has been quite enough time lost to-day al-
ready, and T fail to see where the slightest
benefit has accrued to the State as a result
of what has been said with the exception of
one or two matters which members of the Coun-
try party have brought up, the question of the
invasion of rabhits whiech is an important
thing, and the question of fires along
the railway lines. Apart from these two
items T doubi whether the State has
benefitted in  any shape or form as a
result of to-day’s business. The leader
of the Opposition has been very cousiderate,
and has shown good feeling in refraining from
letting loose his artillery on the question. We
on this side of the House have made a mis-
take and have UEen wanting in reciprocity.
Many charges have been made to-day. Mem-
bers have come here with grievances to venti-
late, but if they have grievamees they ought to
be particular where they sit. There are seats
in the Chamber fdf members who have griev-
ances. There is not the slightest necessity to
start the session with & long list of grigvances.
Let the past bury itself. What we want to
know is about the future, and not ahout the
past. We may possibly admit that all of us
have made mistakes in the past. No doubt the
Premier and the Minister have made mistakes
aud by previous Governments mistakes have
been made, but, for God’s sake, let us leave
the past alone and try to avoid these mistakes
ifl the future, Let thote memhbers who are th ow
ing such a lot of light on various questions
and coming forward with all these brilliant
ideas c=ee that for the future we do not make
the errora that have been made in the past,
Nover mind about past errors; we can wateh
the future and see that Ministers keep on the
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right track. We can at all events do our best
to keep tiiem here,

Hon., T, Walker: There are too many tracks
going in all directions,

Mr, TEESDALE: That may be s0.  Our
friends opposite have heen very accommodat-
ing to-day, and will no doubt help us if they
see we are doing the right thing. L hope that
next session we shall start with a clean sheet,
and sllow all this wretched bivkering and pin-
pricking to slide. The country is already Jos-
ing confidence in us. We are nothing but «
bedlam, and barracking about things from one
side to the other. That is not good, and I
hope that all this will be stopped from next
Tuesday onwards,

My, MONEY (Bunbury) {9.20]: As a new
wember } may probably be able to express
the views of the people of Western Australia
is well as any member of the House. Perbaps
no member of this Chamber has been subjected
to sueh an ameunt of opposition in his election
as 1 have been, for L had the opposition of
mentbers who now sit on the Oppogition benches
aml also the oppogition of those who occupy
the Ministerial benches.

Ilon, W, C. Angwin: How lid yon get in?

Hon. T. Walker: Between two stools you
fell to the ground. .

Mr. MONEY: | agree that we must not
waste time here in too much talking, and admire
the attitude of the members of the Opposition
who say they are desirous of getting on with
the business of the covntry. At the same time
we are asked to give some expression of opinion
ag to the methods by which we propose to im-
prove existing cireumstances, and as shortly
as | can ! will give my views, whielh T Tclieve
are also the views of the jeople, as to what
we should do.  The wmost important matter we
have to discuss is that of the financial posi-
tion of Western Australia,  This can only be
improved hy two methods. We have to create
wore wealth, and to create more wealth we
have to produce more. That must be the most
important  feature of our progressive and
ereative measures of the future. The Premier,
in his policy speech, told us that production
was to be the watechword of the future, and
that in the past it had been somewhat neglected.
T agree with him, and feel that if we are to
produce more and create more wealth we must
follow the practical methods that are before
our eves, and have heen before them for some
considerable time. T also agree with members
who have stated that it is our hounden duty
to preserve the wealth of the Siate by
producing our own requirements, instead of

sending  money out  of the State with
which to purehase them. 1 am certain
that by ordinary wcasures  we  ean pro-
Quee  all the  butter, cheese and  bacon

we require here. Tu Western Mustralin there
is "land which can be made as good as any
other land with a little pra-tical manage-
ment. 1 am speaking pariicularly of the
swamp lands of the Soutn-West. By the
ordinary svstem of drainage we shonld on
this land he able to produce not only suoffi-
cient butter for Western Australin, bat in a
short time suflicient for ecxport. There is one
feature connected with the requirements of
the farmers aund settlers of Western Austra-
rai
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lia to which 1 would like to refer. Years ago
we were told by Government advisers that it
was absolutely necessary that cheap agricul-
tursl lime should be made available for the
settlers of the South-West, but yeurs have
gone by since that statement was made that
it should be available, and yet to-day there
is no cheap agricultural lime placed at the
disposal of those people. There bas been a
maried neglect in that ome simple particu-
lar. The cost of providing that facility
would be very small indeed, but 1 helieve the
results us forecasted to us by our Agricul-
tural Commissicners would be something mar-
vellous. Qur lunds are sour and require the
application of lime in order to makoe them
yield to their full capacity. I am convineed
thut owing to the luck of drainage we nre
losing annually ten times as much as ever we
will gain by any irrigation scheme that may
be formulated.  The ordinary mcasures of
drainage and the application of fime shouid
precede all artificial measures of production,
and the natural resources of the State should
be fuliy developed before it is thought neces-
sury to go in for other artificial means, i
am of opinion that the swamp lands will
grow suificient green fodder for our eattle
during the whole of the summer months, with-
vut there being auny necessity for irrigation
works whatever. We have an example in the
Stirling estate, where we can to-day sce
green grass up to our knces suflicient to carry
a large number of cattle. The Minister for
Works will agree with me when I say that
the proper development of our swoamp lands
in the South-West wonld previde sofficient
feed for stock throughont the summer
months, and would give us the supply of
bhutter und cheese that we so urgently re-
qoire. I also wish to deal with the guestion
of ceonomics. We have heard that it is the
intention of the Government to cut down this
department and that departiment, amd very
largely to curtail expenditure. 1f we, s re-
presenting the people of the Stute, are sin-
eere in what we preach it is our duly fo set
our own house in order first, and to ask our-
selves whether we as members of this House,
constitute o paying concern to the com-
munity. Can we effect any economy in our
own bouse? Upon the institution of Federa-
tion much of the legislative work of Western
Australin was transferred to the [Federal
Parliament, but was the cost of our legisla-
tive work in this State in any way decreased
therehy? We know, however, that the con-
trary has taken pluce, and that instead of the
cost decreaging with the deereased work of
onr Durlinment it has increascd.
Fou. W. € Angwin: The work
vreased, too.
Mr. MOXNEY:

has in-

1Low can the hon, member
say that?! «Let him read the Act and he
will find all the administrative branches
which bhave now reverted to the Federal Gov-
eriment. For instance, the post offices have
been taken away fron the State, the tele-
graphs have gone to the Federal Government,
and even our marringe laws, That big de-
partment, the Customs Department, has also
been transferred. On the list there are at
least 23 matters which have been transferred
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to the Federal authorities, and when the hon.
member has read that let me ask bhim what is
left for the Parliament of Western Australia,

Hor. W. C. Angwin: Take the Parlinment
of Western Australia in 1900 and compare it
with that of 1918,

Mr., MONEY: The Aet to which I refer
will show the hon. member those things which
have been transferrcd to the Federal Govern-
ment,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have not sat here
quietly if you have at Bunbury,

Mr. MONEY: The legislative cnactients
in Western Australia have decreased very
congiderably indeed. Had there been a little
more work to de in the House during the past
two or three years we might have avoided
those scenes which have been so deplorable,
It is to the wamt of serious work that these
scenes, which have been se much deplored by
the people of Western Australin, may prol-
ably be attributed.

The Minister for Works: Let the pasi e
buried,

Mr. MONEY: I have heen Jooking in vain
for suggestions for economies. With the ad-
vent of I'ederation I feel that our cost of
administration has very considerably in-
ereased. To-day we have to bear our share
of the cost of the Federal Statistical Depart-
ment as well as that of our own Statistical
Department. We have to bear our share of the
epst of the Tederal Klectoral Department in
addition to bearing theé cost of our own State
Electoral Department. We have to bear the
cost of & Federal Taxation Department in our
midst, as well as bear the cost of our State
Taxation Department, We have to bear the
vost of the Tederal Savings Bank in addi-
tion to the cost of our own State Savings
Bank, The time has arrived when some
effort should be made to do away with those
dual departments. Oue taxation department
should serve the purposes of botir State and
Commonwealth, and similarly one statistical
department and one electoral departmenvt. T
aee from this morning’s newspaper that steps
are being taken in Victoria to amalgamabe
the two electoral departinents in that State.
X %m now endeavouring to point out eertain
matters which seem to have escaped mem-
bers who have already spoken on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and if I can offer suggestions
which will help in any way, I will not say
to get us out of our financial difficulties,
because that will take a long time, but help
even a little towards that end, I think it my
duty to give those suggestions to the Treas-
urer.

_Hon. . Collier: Mnke any suggestions you
like, but for Heaven’s sake make no attack
upon this institution,

Mr. MONEY: We shall be jonly doing
right if we occasionally investigate the posi-
tion of Parliainent itself. If we are sincere
to the people of Western Australia we shall
not refrain from investigating the cost of
every department of the State of Western
Australia. It must be admitted that Parlia-
ment represents the maost important depart-
ment of the State, und it is only due to it
that thorough attention should be paid to it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Unless we adopt this course, how can we
practise economy in every other department,
leaving our own ulone? Trom what I have
seen 1 am satisfied that hon. members, al-
though they bave indulged in a cousiderablo
amount of eriticisn, have only one il_lterest,
and thut is the alvancement of Western
Australin and the benefit of its people. 1
was glad to hear that an invitation had
becn extended by the Premicer to our friends
on the Opposition ben¢hes to join hands in
the government of Western Australia, to as-
sist in the election of a Ministry to conduct
the affairs of State.

Hon., W. C., Apgwin: That is not correct.

Mr. MONEY: That invitation, I under-
stand, was extended before the general elee-
tion.

Hou. W, €. Angwin: That is not so.

Mr. MONEY: T fer my part hope stu-
cerely that the snme invitation may bhe ex-
tended agnin aftor the claction.

Hon. P, Collicr: Ts that offer still open,
Mr. Premier?

Mr. MONEY: I win satisfied that if our
Government are really and truly national,
their administration will not bhe that of a
scetion of the people but that of the whole
of the people. QOur condition to-dny is snea
as to need the united help of all parties in
this House, in order to improve matters, in-
stead of continuing the present drift. 1 feel
that to a certain extent my presence in this
Clamber is due to the fact that my con-
stituents considered that it would be better,
even if the National party rctarned to power
after the election, that the whole of the
Ministry should be rc-eleeted.

Alr. Holman: Has not that been done?

Mr. MONEY: It was considered that gen-
tlemen should he appointed to Ministerial
positions for their qualifictaions, and for no
other consideration whatever. T wonld pre-
fer the Premicr’s invitation te be extended
onee more. Exceptional circumstances re-
quire cxceptional remedies, and there is no
doubt that to-day our circunistances are
most exeeptional. Radical wrongs require
radical remedies, and thercfore I hope that
in the future there may be united action in
this House for two purposes—the ingreasing
of our wealth by production and by the see-
ondary industries, aud also ¢conomy in every
possible direction, so that our industries may
nnt be hampered by excessive burdens but
may he fostered in every way possible in or-
der to improve our position.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [9.37]: I intend
to follow the example set by the leader of the
Opposition, and not delay the business of the
Tlouse by speaking at undue length. [ am
very glad the hon. gentleman has set that cx-
ample for the benefit of new ‘members. There
is only one subject to which T desire to refer
particularly on the Address-in-reply; and T
somewhat regret, althongh in another way T
am pleased, that it has been mentioned by the
memher for Bunbury (M. JMoney). I recol-
leet well that a few days after the result of
the recent State clections were known, the
memher for Boulder {Mon. P. Collier) gave an
interview to the Press, which appeared in the
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““West Australian’’ of the Znd October and
contained the following pussage: —

S50 far as the Oficial Labour party was
concerped, there was no intention of playing
the party game; all possible assistance
would be given to the Liovernment in the
diffiecnlt and trying times ahead.

Hon. P. Collier: I have lived up to that so
far.

My, DAVIES: That is so.

Mr. Munsie: 1 will engage that the leader
of the Opposition did not sny exactly that.
He would not sny “‘Official Labour party.’

Mr. DAVIES: e may have said ‘“The
Labour party.””

Mr, Mungiec: Yes: that is right,

Mr, DAVIES: Every advantage shouhl he
tuken of that promise of the leader of the
Opposition, and | mnst express my surprise
that on the mecting of the Xational party no
invitation was extended to the Opposition to
Join hands with those returned at the last elee
tion to earry on the affairs of the country. f
think that, throughout Australin—and this is
notable in the Pederal arena also—there iy an
idea of coming together for the purpose of
carrying on the affairs of Australia. The
differences between the parties in this Ifouse
do not seem so great that a conference of the
heads might not lead to the formulation of
some selieme for the elimination of party dif-
ferences existing to-day. No man was more
surprised than myself during the debate on
the Wheat Marketing Bill. T reccived the
shoek of my life when some hon, members
sitting in Oppesition to-day rose in the in-
terests of what 1 term bhig business in this
State. I do not know whether it is owing to
my lack of knewledze—I am here to learn--
but from the discussion which took place on

. the Wheat Marketing Bill it appearcd to me
that certain hon. members opposite were
primed by those agents who had lost the wheat
handling  bnsiness through the operations of
the Westralian Farmers Ltd.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are wrong.
body spoke to me on the subject,

AMr. Helman: You onght to be in the game
vourself; then yon wounld know differently.

Mr. DAVIES: Tt hud that appemance to
a new member,

Hen, P. Collier:
faets.

Mr. DAVIES: By whom!?

Hon. P. Collier: That does not matter.
point is that we had fhe facts.

Hop. W. C. Angwin: They were published
in the Press.

Mr. DAVIES: To-night we bave had a
member on this side of the House assuming an
attitude exactly similar to that adopted by the
Opposition on the previous occasion, That
being so, what reason is there for the Onposi-
tion opposing the present CGovernment? T
think it would not be out of order if the Pre-
mier made an offer to the leader of the Op-
position to confer and see whether the Oppo-
sition cannot accept some part of the respoensi-
hility of conducting the affairs of this State
for the next three years.

Mr. Green: You know the basis of the
movement: von know it will never come to
anvthing,

No-

We were primed with the
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Mr. DAVIES: Y am glad to got that admis-
sion trom the mewber tor Kalgoorlie (Mr.
tireen), though it is really a fatal admission
for any member recently elected to make. My
kuvwledge of that fact cnables me to ap-
preciate the difficnlties confronting the leader
of the Opposition.

Me. Green: That is my attitude.

Mr. DAVIES: It is not the attitude of the
hon. member at all. It iz the attitude be is
bound to take unless he, and every man sitting
with him, is prepared to abandon party tac-
ties to-day. I trust that the invitation to which
1 have allnded will be extended to the leader
of the Opposition, if it has not already been
extendesl to him. There are one or two other
matters I degire to touch on, First, let me
offer my congratulations to the railway men
of this State on the increases granted them by
the Arbitration Court award. Undoubtedly
arbitration in this Stute is on its trial at the
present juné¢ture.

[fen. P. Collier: And it has proved a failure.

Mr. DAVIES: Noj; 1 do not believe that,
though I understand & judge has said so.

llon, W. ¢, Angwin: The judge does not
know what he is talking about. belisve in
Bomerville.

My, DAVIES: I congratulate the railway
men now because some criticigm has been
levelled at them. At the same time I wish to
draw tlie attention of the Minister for Rail-
ways to the fact that, notwithstanding this
Arbitration Court award, there are to-day in
the railway service men working below the
poverty line. These men have not had an op-
portunity of placing their case befors the
Arbitration Court. The wnions who appeared
hefore the conrt do not cover the entire rail-
wily  serviee,

Mr. Lambert: Will you withdraw yeur sap-
port from the Government until they give the
railway men a fair dealf

Mr. DAVIES: T am giving the Government
my support in order that I may help to get
the railwaymen a fair deal. There are to-day
in the railway service salaried men in receipt
of less.than £156 per annum, and some of them
are married men. When Mr. Frank Wilson
gave the railway men the war bonus, which
brought up the minimum wage of the married
man to 10s. per day, why was not some appeal
made on kehalf of railway servants in receipt
of annual salaries of £140, £145, and £150¢

Mr. O’Loghlen: What about the men in
the timber industry with nine and ten child-
ren and carning 9s. 7d. per day?

Mr. DAVIES: If the ¢ourt rules that 9s. 7d.
shonlt he the basic wage, must it mnot be
accepted that no man in Government employ
shoull receive less?

Mr. O’'Loghlen: Those timber men are in
intermittent employment.

Mr, DAVIES: T would make the Arbitra-
tion Court available to every man in the State,
whether on salary or on wages,

Member: Wonld you remove the judge from
the Arbitration Court and appoint a better
qualifiedd man?

Mr. DAVTES: T will not express an opinion
on that matter. The Minister for Railways
shonld extend every consideration to the ability
there is in the Railway Department. We can-
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not expeet men to give the hest serviee to the
Ciovermment unless they are cucouraged. 1Lt
bas come to me on the best authority that
there are men in charge of stations with a
turnover of £30,000 or £40,000 per year who
are being paid annual salaries of £160. If
that is so, it is time the responsible Minister
took heed of those things und rectified them.
The repatriation of our returned soldiers and
sailors is a very big matter, and it will re-
guire all the attention we cam give it from
hoth sides of the House so as to complete a
scheme which will be satisfactory to the men
who have gone to fight for ns and have left
their wives and children behind, I am glad to
kunow that the Govermment have not east iron
rales with regard to repatrintion, Leeause |
helieve that as time goes ou we will find we
shall have to change our methods. Aen who
have left their homes in the country have
brought their families to the City, and then
gone to the frent. These people have lud a
taste of hack eonntry life, and ijs it likely that
they will aveept any proposal to send iliem
back again? ] belicve there is land available
in and around Perth, say within n distanee
of 20 or 30 miles from the metropolis, which
could repatriate thousands of men. But it
will require money to do that, and T do net
want to be regarded as in any way parochial
when T say that the attention of the Govern-
ment might well be turned towards the Guild-
ford eleetorate and the distriets surrounding
it. T do not think it is right to send men 20
miles from a railway line and 200 or 300 miles
from the capital. Advantage should be taken
of the offers made to-day by some of our lead-
ing men. Tf ounr moneyed men in this State
prove themsclves as good as the aristocrats
in England, T shail be prepared to turn round
and tell them that they are thoroughbreds.
I helieve there are many men in this State
who, if approached, would he prepared to o
what is possible for the repatriation of our
soldiers by giving ap their estates so that the
soldiers might he settled on the land. Tt is
all very well for hon. members to laugh, but
T would remind them that all men are not bad.
We might find bad employers, but T ean gpeak
from experience as a uwnion secretary and de-
elare that T have found employers who have
heen gentlemen. True, there are others who
are brutes, but the same thing will be found
on the gide of the employees. Alen will he
foond who are prepared to give an employer
a fair deal, and we can also find men who will
take 10s. out of an industry and will not put 4s.
hack into it. Because some moneyed men are
had, it dees not follow that all are bad. With
regard to the State enterprizes, it may surprise
the House to kunew that so far as the hrick-
making industry is concerned, the Minister for
Works has asked me to eonfer with him on
the subject of the men employed in it.

Hon, W. C. Augwin: T supnose you know T
once asked you to confer with me when the
men at the brickworks cleared out.

Mr. DAVIES: That is ahselutely wrong,
and T am just the man who can put the hon.
member right on that subject.

Hon, W. C, Augwin: They cleared out from
the works.

Mr. PAVIES: Nothing of the kind.

JASSEMRLY.] o )

Hon, W, €. Angwin: They did

Mr, DAVIES: | was seeretary of the union,
and 1 kuow that those men did not clear out.
It was alleged in the columns of the ** Worker ™’
that the hon. member sauid at Kalgoorlie that
those men had put on their coats because they
were not given an inervease in wages.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They asked for an in-
¢rease over the Arbitration award.

Mr. DAVIES: [ rang up Mp, Munt, the
Uuder Heeretary, und ssked him if there was
any truth in that statement. He replied that
he could not say, but so far as the department
were concernedd it coulidl be taken that those
men lid not po out bernuse an iherease over
fhe Arbitration rate was not given to them,
I then wrote and asked it that was the case
why the stall were kept intact, were put on
a train and sent fo another job.

MHon, W. ¢, Angwin: That was not the
reagon for closing dewn.  The men clenred
out and the manager had to train o new lot
of men,

Me, DAVIES: That is wrong.

Ion. W, C. Angwin: Lt is guite correct.

Alr, DAVIES: So far as the workors in
State enterprises are concerned fhey nre not
go well off as those who work for private
enterprise.  What is the rveason? Wlen we
applied to the Arbitration Court for an in-
crease for those men, mmounting in the ag-
gregate to 2s, 6d. per thousand bricks, Ml
Daglish’s figures were 28, Tld., the brick
masters were 3s. 6d, and mine 2s. Gl ]
urged that we should split the difference.
The men’s claoim was for 1s. 2d. per day, ov
2d. an hour, and the reply was that the hrick
works could not affowrd to pay it. A state-
ment was published on behalf of the State
rrickworks that bricks eould he prodneed
at 25s. per thousand. .

Hon, W, G, Angwin: Thex were produced
at 22 6d. per thousand.

My, DAVIES: Six months before we went
to the Arbitrution Court bricks were selling
in this State at £2 10s. per thousand, and
they were all first c¢lass, because bricks were
in great demand. Prior to that, there were
first and second class bricks and clinkers,
We appealed to the court on behalf of the
men, whoese wages lhad not been inereased
sinee 1911, but the increase was not given
owing te the price at which the State was
selling hricks. To-day bricks are being sold
at 3ts, per thousand,

The Minister for Works: Second class.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And for first class
hricks 43s. to i0s.

The Minister for Works: Forty-five shil-
lings and  tis,

Mr. DAVIES: Where is that, at the kiln?

The Minister for \Works: At the station,

Ar. NAVIES: | o talking about at the
kiln.  Tf all the State industries are ecar-
vied out oo such lines, the men will say,
‘Do not give us any  more State enter-
prises,”’  They will calf it State eapitalisin,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That does not get
away from the faet that the men cleared out.

Mr. DAVTES: 1 will sool the men en to
you.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Never mind, they
cleared out and left the job.
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Mre. DAVIES: T am prepared fo give State
coterprises a £aiv deal. but if they are going
to compete with ontside employers with big
businesses, do not Jet it Lie at the expense
of the men working in the industries.

Mr. Lambert: Are you in favour of selling
the State enterprises!

Mr. DAVIES: T am not.

Mr. Green: The Government are.

Mr. DAVIES: It does not matter. The
policy of the Govermment ran be what it
likes, and it docs not matter what my view
would be on the floor of the House. We
have heen  elected as  Nationalisty, and ue
have the right of {ree lsenssion in Parlin
menf. Hon. members have hidd an exasunple
ol if.

Mr, Holman: You did not have a voleo in
the elevtion of the Ministry,

Me, DAVIES: 1 oam surprised that when
Parliament wus ve-oleeted Ministers did not
offer themselves for re-sleetion, 1 theught
that before the House met all the Ministers
wouldl bave submitted thenselves for ve-elee-
tion.

Mr. Holman:  Yon were afraid to take
aetion.
Mr. DAVIES: ‘I'he hon, wmember does not

expect 2 man who has been in the House
for five or ten minntes to take the initia-
tive, [ am waiting for guidance. Tt is gall
to me to refer to the member for Boulder as
the leader of the Opposition. Opposition to

what? To try aml put this conntry on its
lega?
Mr. Green: You know hetter than that.
AMr. DAVIES: [ sincerely hope that anm

offort will be made in this House to bring
parties together, just as is being done in the
Federal Parliament. The Jeader of the Op-
position stated that so far as the party he-
hind him were concerncd they would give
the Government a fair deal. I that is the
case T will ask the Government, and partien-
larly the Premier, to extend to the leader of
the Opposition an invitation to confer with
them with u view of at least one membar of
the Opposition taking part in the govern-
ment of the State. Are hon. members op-
posite prepared to consider that if the offer
is made?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Was there any party in
conpection with the election of the ("hairman
of Committees,

Mr. DAVIES: T eannot tell the hon. mome
ber, but T will tell him that I was asked
where T was on the night the memhber for
Wagin was elected Chairman of Committees.
1 was missing on that night because T was
taking part at a conseription meeting, the
first that was inaugurated in this State. No
one was more surprised than T was when 1
read of the appointment of the member for
Wagin. T do not know that T need say
anything else. T did infend to speak on
other subjects, and take advantage of the
opportunity on the Address-in-reply to refor
to a number of matters, but { am following
the eommendable cxample set by the leader
of the Opposition by cutting short my re-
marks.

The PREMIER (Hon. I RB. Lefrov—
Muoore) [10.10): T cannot allow the debate to

ciuse  without veplying fo seme  eritieians
from hon, membeis on this side. 14 i usaal
to reply to eritiviuns from wewhees of the
Opposition, but hen. members opposite have
heen good emoupgh to congider that this is
not a time to indulge in nnneeessary debate,
when there are sv many mutters of graver
importanee to be considered.  Hon. mewmbers
are awuare that they will bave full oppor-
tunity for discussion when the Estimates
vome down, and L wuderstand that members
opposite consider that on the return of the
Treasurer frowm the Magtern NStates a dif-
ferent complesion might possibly e pat on
vertain guestious to he Lrawpebt before the
ltouse,  Whilst complinenting hon, wmembers
opposite, L eanuot compliwent some of wy
fricnds on this side in respect of the erifi-
cimms they live levelled againgt the Govern-
ment.  The member Cor PPerth (Mr Vilking:
tend, in gpenbing o the Address-inreply,
almost led sne to suppose that he bad o briet
tfor seme purticalor section of the community.
Memwbers on the  Preusury beneh e
briet tur any pavtieslar section. They have
but one brief, namely, & brief for Western
Anstralin as o whole, o hiriel to endeavonr w
advinee the State, to treat all views ef hon
inewhers with tolernuee anl to cousider, nol
one c¢liss of the community, bhut all elasse:
as a whole.

Mr. Holman. It svunds very nice, hot you
do nof o it

The PREMIER: One might suppese tha
certain members woere returned to the Jouse
not o support the interests of the community
ag o whole, butl to support merely the inter
csls of somve ope seelion, At this time, whet
the nattow is at war, when the Empire is i
the threes of the greatest vonfiiet the worl
was ever scen, when in vonsrquence we inigh!
have thought that matters of national mo
ment wankl e considered rather than tin
grievances of certain sections of the com
munity, we have had brought before w
grievaners which savour, not of the interest:
of the State, but merely of the interests o
one particalar seetion, [ would like to den
first with the member for Perth, who con
finel his remarks principally fo the quesation
of finance.  Every one agrees with the hon
wewher that the mosg ddifficult position we
have te deal with at prescnt, not merely i
Western Austrilia, bng thronghout the wholl
of Austrlie and indeed  of  the  Britisl
Dowminions, is the question of finance. Whe
hundreds of millions of pounds are  heing
spent in the mamnfacture of war material
and the proseeution of the war in Enrope an
clseswhere, it is only nutural to expect tha
States which are not directly engaged in tha
war, or whirh I might say have the differen
industries of their peoples to keep moving
should feel the financial stringency. We ar
charged with the existing deficit. Does th
member for Perth helieve it is possible t
redure thot Aeficit to any material extent a
present withont npsetting the whole machi
nery ol State, without placing us in such
position that, when the war is ended, instea
of our heing ready to go ahead and eope wit
the diflienlties we shall have to rontend wit}
we shall find the industries of the countr
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strangled and the education of our children
neglected. One of the most important mat-
ters the hon, member touched upen was the
guestion of edwcation. He said it wap the
daty of the Government to ecut down the ex-
penditure on edueation. I consider it would
be a suicidal act for the State to neglect the
education of its children. The hon. member
said he could not suggest where anything
conld be cut down uuless he had the details
before him. The Lon. member’s policy is
one, not of construction, but of eriticism. 1f
the hon. member had taken the trouble to
make inquiries or to look for these detaiis
he would have found them aviailable at any
moment, [n the ““West Australian’® of the
13th Oectober last the detailed cost of every
item of oxpenditure by the Education De-
partment wuas set out. One would have
thought it was the duty of the member for
Porth to read that statement. Had he done
s0 he would have aequired the full details,
which he says he is not in possession of. He
ilso told us that the Minister for Education
should call together his officers and see where
expenditure could be cut down. The officers
of the department could show at once where
expenditure conld be eut down. They might
suggest the closing of small country schools;
they might suggest the eutting down of the
salaries of our teachers. At present we keep
a school open for an attendanec of eight. We
conld make a suhstaniial saving by closing
schools showing a smaller attendance than
20, Would hon. members on either side of
the House approve of such a suggastion? As
T have already remarked, we conld cut down
the expenditure by reducing the salaries of
wur teachers, Would that be a good thing at
the present time? T say mo, and I say far-
ther that the salaries of our teachers are well
ecarned.  We should pay a decent salary so
as to be able to provide for our children tie
best instruction available. We counld also
cut down the expenditure of the Edueation
Department by increasing the number of
¢hildren under each teacher. Would that be
a wike thing? Would it be wise to ent dowa
the staffs in the schools until we gave to the
remaining teachers n greater number ot
children than they were eapable of attend-
ing 07 To do that would be to bring down
the standard of our education far below that
of any other part of the Commonwealth, It
would be a short-sighted policy, a suicidai
policy which the Government do not intend
to become a party to. The hon. member has
not given much time to public matters in
Weatern Australia, Tle ecriticises members
of the Government, and to hear him one
would suppose that the members of the Govr-
crnment had had no experience in the ad-
ministration of the State. One might assume
{hat members on the Treasury beneh haul
never performed any public duties in their
lives, Has the hon. member fur Perth evor
performed  apny public  duties  until  he
eame into the House a few months ago? From
the age of 19 T have been engaged in the public
life of this country, and here T am to-day,
over G0 years of age, still engaped in the
public life of the State in which I was born
and to which T desire to give the haest that is
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in me for the henefit of the country and of
the people in it. We are twitted with being
without a policy, with being respousible for
the existing deficit, u defieit brought abont, !
will say, privcipally by the war. 1 am not
going to charge hon. members opposite with
the deficit, [ am generouvs enough to say from
my place in the House that hon, members
opposite were just as honest in their desire
to advance the interests of Western Australia
as are those on the Treasury beneh to-day.
Although they were expending large sums of
money, and although they engaged in unider-
tukings of whieh o did not approve, T aw
generous enough to admit that [ helieve they
were imbued with the highest motives in put.
ting forwird those priuciples whieh they en-
deavoured to enrry ont, imbned with the high-
cst motives in regard te the works they de-
sired to achieve. Had it not heen for the
war Western Australin would have heen in a
very different position to-day. We had bor-
rowed an enormous sum of moncy within o
few years—more than I considered the State
could stand in  the circumstances; still |
recognise that Western Anstralia has sofficient
recuperative power to survive that expenditure.
That expeneliture would have borne fruit had
it not been for the faet that the war came
upon us nearly four years ago, and in addi-
tion to the war we were afllicted with a drought
thronghont the State, a drought not felt by
the people in the ecities. People in the ecities
ean go abont their busginess and enjoy them-
selves, whilst those in the counfry are slaving
to endeavonr to procure the food necessary for
the sustenance of the people in the cities. At
this time Western Australia was afflicted with
one of the greatest droughts ever experiencail
liere, and unfortunately further disasters fol-
lowed from year to year. Moreover, the far-
mers of this country were not able to dispose
of the produce which they had obtained from
their holdings, and which should in ordinary
circnmstances have goue directly overseas, Had
it not been far the prescience of the Govern-
ment of the day the State would have been
in a far worse condition. [ am generous
enongh, also, to say that the late Government
which oceupied thege benches two years apgo
rose to the occasion, and were prepared, al-
though not directly rvenrcsenting the farming
interests, to do all they eould to assist the
farmers over the diflienlties which arose on
this oceasion,

My, O'Loghlen: And we had no gratitude
for it.

The PREMIER: Had it not heen for these
difficulties Wesiern Australin would have been
in a very different position to-day. T am not
afraid for the future of this State, but T do
sav it ig neeessary for us to exercise the great-
est possible eronomy.  We should not spend
anr money in frills, and in vorks which ave
not neeessary to advanee the interests of West-
ern Anstralin.  The Covernment of the day
are prepaved, and are daily engoged in en-
deavouring, to liring about cconomies in every
direction. Not a2 dav passes bat mvy Ministers
are trying to effect eeonomies ju their depart-
ments, and these economnies are beine made, Wo
do not. however, feel these ecannmies, hut we
kuow it is meeessary to ent down  expendi-
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ture by making certain retrenchments in the de-
partments. Beyond these there are many other
economies which the Government are engaged
in effecting. We do not come down to this
House and inform hon. members of all these
ceconomies which are being made, and do not
inform the Press daily of what is taking place
in this respeet in the departments; but when
we come to iliscuss the FEstimates hon. mem-
bers will be able to obtain from MMinisters all
the information they desire om the subject.
To reduce the expenditure on the education of
the children of the State would be a most
short-sighted and suicidal policy for the Gov-
ernment to adopt. We bave to find the money
for this purpose, and we shall find it. It is
no good saying that if we educate our children
in the way we are doing now we are going to
run against the rocks, It is better to run
against the rocks with a people educated than
with & people not edueated. With the country
cducated, we shall be likely to have more op-
pertunity at any rate of getting off those
rocks again, At this time in the history of
the world when perhaps -it bas never paid
greater attention to the question of education,
are we to stand aside and neglect the educa-
tion of our children? OF course the expendi-
ture on eduention has inecrensed, because the
number of children in this State, T am happy
to say, is increasing hy thousands annually.
We should be proud to think that such is the
case, and that it is necessary for us to spend
more meney on education, ag it shows at any
rate that the population is inereasing jn the
right direction. Only a few years will elapse
when the children we are educating now will
hecome the men and women of the State, and
the fathera and mothers of the future children
of thé country. ‘The member for Perth (Mr
Pilkington) also alluded to the railway de-
pvartment. We all know that the expenditure
in that department ix  greater just now
than are the receipta; but when we come
to consider the difficulties that Western
Australia has been going through in the last
three years, and the other difficulties in con-
nection with the war into which Western Aus-
tralia has heen browght, it is only matural to
suppose that the reccints from our railways
must decrease. It is alse well known to the
hon. memher that the railways of the State are
not_under the eontrol dircetly of the Govern-
ment, bhut that they were placed under the
control of a Commissioner who is under the
Minister for Railways. The hon. member
would lead people to believe that there was
some political johberv in the appointment of
my colleague fo the position of Minister for
Railways, and T regret to say makes oppro-
brious remarks regarding that hon. gentleman,
although be says that lie is a reputable mem-
ber of an honourable. or honest profession, as
the newspapers report it. At the same time
the hon. member was sufficiently rognisant of
the political tife of the world to kuow that it
was not vecessary to put an engineer into the
Department of Pullic Waorks to control its ad-
ministration, that it was not necessary to pat
a miner into the Mines Department to control
that department.  The leader of the Opposi-
tion had control of the Mines Department, and
he will agree with me that from this know-
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ledge and from my knowledge of that depart-
ment, it is not necessary that the Minister ad-
ministering its affairs should necessarily be an
undergrownd miner or a miner above ground,
or o min¢ manager. Lt is not nccessary either
that the Minister controlling the Railway De-
partment should be an engine-driver, or u
holierinaker, or have had practical cxperience
in the ndministration of the Railway Depart.
ment.  The hon. member knows as well as |
do, and no one shonld have Known hetter than
the member for Perth, that in the past, in the
Mother of British Govermments, Ministers have
not Dbeen selected from amongst these who
were experts in the work of the departments
which they had under their comtrol. Have
hon. members ever heard of an admiral of
the flect controlling the administrative affairs
of the greatest asset we have, namely the
fluet of the British Bmpire? Uave hon, mew-
bers ever heard, cxcept om the rarest ocea-
sions, of n banker being placed in the position
of Chancellor ot the Exchequer of Gireat Bri-
tain ¢ Hon. members know well that the
greatest and aldest Chancellors of the kx-
ehequer the (ld Country has ever had has not
had that financial experience which the hon.
member seems to cousiler it is neeessary that
A Minister shonld have to 6l that particulur
position. The suecess of o Minister depends
on how he makes use of these whom he has
under him, and whom be has_to control in the
allministration of his department. A Minister
is the most successful who will endeavour to
get the best out of those he has nnder his con-
trol, who will put the greatest trust in those
whe are worthy of sueh trust, who will be able
to pick them oant, and bhe that judge of cha-
racter which will enable him to get the best
out of those who are serving under him. And
that is what is required in a Minister, The
Minister for Railways has thrown all his em-
crgies into the question of the administration
of the Railway Department. He has worked
late and early in an endeavour to carry on the
administration of the department, to his own
honour and to the e¢redit of the chief of the
Ministey in which he serves. The hon. gentle-
man was placed in that pesition, and T have
never for one moment regretted that he took
it up. At the same time T should like to say
that the hon. gentleman Aid not think at the
time that there would be such a volume of
work in connection with the Railway Depart-
ment, which has actually arisen at the present
moment, when he took over the administrn-
tion of these two important branches of the
service. JTust now the question of vailway ad-
ministration is one which ia exercising the
attention of the Government perhaps more
than anything else. The railways of the State
are the great arteries whieh govern the work
and industries of this country. Tt is the de-
sire of the Government that these industries
should not he strangled at the present moment.
They desire that the people of this country
should he enabled to go about their duties and
their work on the railways with as little ex-
pense as possible to themselves. At the same
time the Government have to take seriously
into consideration the question of endeavonr-
ing to sqnare the ledger in regard to the Rail-
way Department, Tt is for those reasons that



204

the railways are giving the Government se
much cause for consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: People outside have no
iden what difficulties the railway people have
to face during the war.

The PREMIER: Morcover, up to date be-
tween 30,000 and 40.0mb of the best of the
manhvod of this country lave been taken
away from us. That would make as much
difference to this country us if 100,000 of
our people had heen swddenly taken awaw
from it. Those men who have gone from this
Htate are the workers of this State. They
are the men who were doing the work, car-
rying on the industries, of Western Austra-
lta. Any thinking man must admit that, un-
der such circumstances, not oniy must the
government of the eountry lbe umre diffienlt,
but that the task of sgnaring the finances
must be more arduons than it woull be wn-
der normal condifions, [ wish the publiv
wf this vountey would consider these ques
tions in that ligit. 1t would bhe very much
better for the conntry if they Jdid so. It
would be very much better for the country
if they did not spewd so mneh in extravia-
gant living at the present time.  There is
great waste in exiravagant  living at the
present day in Western Australin. People
do wot seem alive to the position. 1t is the
peuple who neeld to wake up. It the people
would only show to the Government of the
Btate that economy which they should show,
it would be an advantage to Western Aus-
tralia and it would be helpful to the Gow-
ernment of the duv. The member tor Perth
(Mr. Pilkington) spoke of the man in the
street, suying that the wman in the street
suys this, and the man in the street says
that, T take no notice of the hon, member’s
remarks as regards the man in the strect.
Did the bon. member ever see a man in the
street? I do not think there is any member
of the Ilouse who knows less about the moan
in the street than does the hon, member who
has levelled this criticism at the Govern-
ment. Morcover, 1 would recommend the
member for Perth to put his car a little
closer to the ground, so that he may be able
to hear the truc voice of the people of this
country, s0 that he may he able to hear
the opinions of the people from one end of
this country to the other. We have pgot fo
pet down to the level of the people of this
country if we wint to govern the people of
this enuntry. | do not refer to the level of
the gutter; bat we noed to allow ourselves
tu feel at any rate that we are amongst the
people of the country if we desire to govern
the vomntry,  That has always been my de-
wire, and it is the desire of all the ather menc-
hers of the present Government. We all wish
teo be in touch with the people of the voun.
try.  Ministers do not pose as heing better
than other men.  What they desire is that
the people of this rountry shonld he zble to
give them eredit for an honest attempt to
earey on the waork of governing the country
in the interests of the ecommaonity of Western
Australia as o whole,  Inoordinary eireum-
stances, the public do not Iear very much
from the leader of the present Government,
That is to say, I do not stand upon the
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liousetops and proclaim what the Govern-
ment are going to do and are about to de.
But T can uassure lon, members that the
Government are silently working in the in-
tovests of the State.

Hon. W. €. Angwin:
do that.

The PREMIER: 1 think they all do it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Govermnent of
w few years apo did not get vredit for it.
JThe PREMIER:  The member for [Perth
asked a number of guestions, Those ques-
tions refer to the financial affairs of this
country, and [ will defer replying to them
until the Colonial Treasurer returns from the
East. It would be better that L should be in
full posscssion of all the latest particulars
hearing on the finunees of the State before
I endeavour to rveply to those questions.
There is one point | should like to refer to.
Charges bave been made agninst the Gov.
ernment in connection with the wheat pool
arrangements arrvived at with the Westralian
Farmers Ltd, The member for Perth stated
that 1 had said in my policy speech that the
Government were in favour of the zone sys-
tem. In the whole of my speech ) never
mide use of the word “‘zone.’? I did sav
that the Government would put no impedi-
ment in the way of the co-operative socie:
ties which "had already beer formed by the
farmers  ihemsclves, participating in the
handling of their wheat, but that the Govern-
ment were desirous of encouraging all laud-
able efforts made by the farmers for the ad-
vancement of the great national industry in
which they were engaged. That was the state-
ment [ made. The Fonoravy Minister von-
trolling the wheat scheme has been charged
with having heen in favour of the zone sys-
tenn, e bas been charged by the memhber
tor Claremont (Mr, Btewurt) with collusion
—a charge which, T think it is ungenerous of
the hea. member to level at the lonovars
Minisler, hecause  there is absolutely  nw
foundation for it. The Honorury Minister
wias not in favour of the zone system, and
the Honorary Minister has said over and over
again that he is not in favour of the zone
syvstem.  The whole trouble is this:  "I'he
varions companies engapged in the  whoeat
landling business were not prepared to go
inte open competition with the Westrukian
Farmers, L. That is the position, aml (he
member for Claremont cannot deny it, Those
uther companies wanted to relivve theniselvios
of that position, and were not ahle to do it
They would agree 4o come in oniy on one con-
dition, that they shonld hiave the zone svs
fem, =0 that all the compinies shgald got
an equal  share. The Westralian Tarmers
Ltd. last year ot five-ninths of the husiness,
much to the chagrin of those other companies,
for whom T have the very greutest respect.
At the same time their managors were de-
sirous, as smart business men, as men with
what hen. members oppogite call business
acumen to outdo the other man—-

Hon. I, Collier: No, that ix what vou eall
it.
_tl[un. W. € Angem: We are devoid ot
1%,

Most Governmenis
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The PREMIEEK: The great aim of all busi-
ness men is to outdo the other man, to beat the
wther man in the gvcab condict of husiness.
These various compaunies were desirous f
getting as much of vhe business 4s they pos
sibly could. They were not preparcd to taie
it up ueder the counditions which the Monor-
ary Minister required, and eonsequeutly the
whole of the work was hauded over to the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. I myself think it
wuy a most exceilent thing, in the interests
of the farmers of this covntry, that the busi-
uess shouid be taken over by tbe Westralian
Yarmers, Ltd, I have always urged co-opera-
tion on the part of the farmers of this coun-
try. The greatest dificulty has been to get
the farmers to co-operate. I am pleased to
thiok the farmers baie mow risen to tue
kuowledge that co-operation is for their
benefit. They have been informed that co-
opcration has proved bemeficial to their fel-
low workers in the outside world; and, con-
sequently, having obtained this knowledge,
they are now launnebing out in the same dir-
ection thewmselves. I iell the House that
there was absolutely ne collusion hetween
the Honorary JMinister and the Westralian
Farmers, Lkd. The Hovnorary Minister was
in frequent coansultation with me at the time,
and I kuow perfectly well thai there was no
such thing as collusion. The late manager
for the \Wheat Marketing Scheme was in fav-
our of the zone system, and many letters
passed from the manager to other people out-
side which should not have passed without
the approval of the Minister controlling the
scheme. The member for Perth in his ad-
dress set himself up as an anthority, a law
uwuto himself and everybody else. He told
the House what the Government should do,
and said that he was prepared to support the
Government if fhey did exaetly what he
wanted. I would like at once to say that 1
do not want fair weather supporters. I want
supporters behind and around me whe are
prepared to support me in foul weather, 1
want supporters who have full confidence in
the Gosvernment, and who feel that there are
times when, perhaps, it is not possible to do
everything which might be aceeptable to the
majority of members. If the member for
I"erth has a policy of his own, and apparently
he has one up his sleeve, let him formaulate
it. Buat are the people of Perth prepared to
ajlow their member to form a party of his
own in these trying times, a party to harass
the Government and to interfere with the
administration of the affairs of the country’
If so, let the hon. member try, and if he sue-
ceeds T and the membera of the Government
will be prepared to let him occupy the Trea-
sury bench. '

Mr. O°Loghlen: Members have been telling
us that they are absolutely free to criticise
or otherwise.

The Minister for Works: So they are.

Hon. P. Collier: And the first time a man
exercises that freedom to criticise, yon re-
sent it.

The Minister for Works: You do not want
a man to shake hands with you and then
stab you in the baek.

(10}
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The PREMIER: I have expressed
wmy opivion freely on many of these
important  questions, and it i5s Dot
my desire to prolong the debate. L
thank hon, membera for their induigence,

and [ assure them it will be wmy desire duripg
the present session to see that the work of the
country is carried or with credit not only te the
Government but to all members of the Houge
as well. We are meeting under irying cir-
cumstances to tormulate measures for the gov-
ernment of this country in a difficult time and
in a temperature under which it is a task for
anyone to utiligse his braing to the best advan-
tage. I hope, therefore, hon. members will
assist me in expediting the business of the
House during thiz short session. It is not
the desire of the Government to present any
contentious measures. It will be time enough
to do that when the war is over. But 1 do
trust that iu the future we shall be able to
formulate some scheme which will be for the
betterment of our aystem of government, and
whiech will have the effect of furthering and
improving the industries of the country. I
have been told over and over again that the
Government have mno policy, and that their
policy is merely one to produce. We want no
other policy to-day. In a new country like
this production is swhat is required, but uu-
fortunately we cannot get it mow because be-
tween 30,000 and 40,000 of the manhood of the
country are away from if.  OQur greatest
thought should be to endeavour to keep pros-
perous those people who are now engaged in
the industrics of this country. There is an im-
portant gquestion which bas been alluded to in
this House during the debate on the Address-
in-reply, and it is that of the ravages com-
mitted by the rabbita. Hon. members fully
realise the great destruction that follows a
rabbit invasion. Most of the hon. members
opposite originally came from the KEastern
States, and they are fully aware of the damage
that the rabbits caused there. We have been
tackling this question for some time, but we
shall have to tackle it still further, and the
Government feel that they will be justified
within the next month or six weeks in Jdoing
everything they can to destroy the rabbiis
throughont the eastern areas. But at the same
time we feel that we must have the co-opera-
tion of the people, of the farmers themselves.
Moreover, we have the Rabbit Aet. That Act
must be strietly enforced, and those people who
have rabbits on their holdings must bLe com-
pelled to do their best to destroy these rabbits.
If that is dome, if the farmers will co-operate
with the Government, the Government are not
afraid to spend money in assisting them, Two
rabbits will increase by, I know not how many
hundreds of thousands, by, I think, a million
in a year, There is not the slightest doubt
that the rabbits in the Eastern areas have
increased to an enormous extent. Tt is a most
serious mattier. The people out there are only
beginning to realisc the seriousness of it mow,
when they see them in those numbers. I am
informed by the Chief Rabbit Inspector that,
where the poisoning is going on, the poisoned
rabbits can be smelt five or six miles away, in
such numbera do they lie. The Government in-
tend to spend more money in the eradication
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of these rabbits during the next few months,
before the winter rains come; for a couple of
thonsand pounds spent now will save a hun-
dred thousand pounds in a few months time.

Mr. Green: Why not try to get a cut out
of the Tnperial order for rabbits for sol-
diers?

The PREMIER: It would never do to send
them poisoned rabbits. T know this question
of the rabbit pest is of great interest {o all
hon. members, particularly those of the Coun-
try party, and T can assure them that the
Government will take further steps at onee to
cope with this pest. It is not my intention to
delay the House any longer. I thank hon,
memhers for their indulgence, and I trust the
work of the session may proceed along lines
coinciding with the interests of the comntry.
I am sure that hon. members opposite—and 1
hope the same may be said for memhers of
the third party on this side-—will not endeavour
to harass the Government at the present time,
but rather will assist them in carrying out
those duties whieh they have to perform, Our
desire is to practise the strictest economy in
the interests of Western Australia, while at
the same time not sacrificing the industries
of the country.

Question put
adopted.

and passed; the Address

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 29th January, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers. -

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES,
TEMPORARY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire te¢ inform the
House that T have appointed the members for
Toodyay (Mr. Piesse), Leonora (Mr. Foley),
and Hannans (Mr. Munsie) as temporary
Chairmen of Committees.

[For ‘‘Questions on notice,’’ and ‘‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘ Votes and Proceedings.’’)

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—INDUS-
TRIES ASSISTANCE BOARD.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES
{Hon. R. T. Robinson—Canning) [4.53]:
Last week the member for Nortb-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin} was proceeding
to give notice of motion for some information
relative to the Tndustries Assistance Board.
1 then assured the hon. member that I was
actually engaged on preparing a statement in
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that conmection, which T said I should be glad
to submit to the House on the following Tues-
day: that is, to-day. With your permission,
Mr. Speaker, I should like to make the state-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has permis-
sion to make the statement.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I
shall read the statement and afterwards move
that it lie on the Table. It is as follows:—

With the objeet of supplying detailed

information to  the public on  the
question of assistance rendered to farm-
ers under the Tndustries Assistance
Act, T bhave had prepared tabulated
figures setting out the position in a
general way. It will be remembered that,
with the advent of the Liberal Administra-
tion in August, 1916, the policy of the
board’s operations was remodelled on the
basis of decentralisation, and providing for
inspection and payment on the farm. The
change in policy has exeeeded even the most
sanguine expectations, and to-day, on the
whola, the Ffarmera asgisted are far more
satisfied and contented than ever hefore,
and the Government feel assured that the
payments now being made are supported by
actval value in the work advanced npon.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not a statement,
but debatable, controversial matter.

The MINISTER FPOR INDUSTRIES: Tke
Jeader of the Opposition will have an oppor-
tunity of debating it later.

Hon, P, Collier: That is just the trouble;
T shall not have the epportunity.

The MINTSTER FOR INDUSTRTES: The
hon. gentleman will have an opportunity of
debating it probably to-day. The statement
eontinues—

The amount advanced by the board at the

31st March, 1917, was £1,257,184, Against

this amount proceeds amounting to £737,770
have been received. These proceeds have
been dealt with in the following manner:

Recoup of board’s advances, cteetera, as

provided for in Section 14 of the Amend-

ment Act of 1917, approximately, £595,770;

Payment made to creditors, or to be made

during the next few days, approximately,

£142.000; total, £737,770. The advances af
the 31st March, 1917, have therefore heen
reduced by proceeds to £661414. If fur-

ther dividends are declared on the 1916-17

pool totalling 1s, per bushel—and this

amount, I am pleased to say, my e¢olleague
the Honorary Minister controlling the wheat
seheme considers should be available in doe
time—this amount wounld be further re-
duced by £190,000; but it is hardly likely
that this money will be available hefore the
close of the hoard’s financial year, namely,
the 31st Mareh, 1918: hence it will probably

be included in the distribution of the 1917-

18 crop, shonld it then be available. Since

the 31st March, 1917, further advances have

heen made of £490,000; but this figure will

be set off by the proceeds of the 1917-18

cropg. Karly in the ycar it was estimated

that creditors would have their claims of
£522,000 reduced by approzimately £200,-

000;" but this estimate has proved too lib-

eral. However, the sum of £142,000 has



